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Brief Description:  Authorizing fire department vehicles to use lights designated for certain law 

enforcement purposes.

Sponsors:  Representative Simpson.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Allows fire department vehicles to be equipped with the same color lights as law 
enforcement, but the lights must be visible only from the rear of the vehicle.

Hearing Date:  1/20/09

Staff:  Jerry Long (786-7306)

Background: 

Vehicles operated by public agencies whose law enforcement duties include the authority to stop 
and detain motor vehicles on the public highways of the state may be equipped with a siren and 
lights of a color and type that is designated by the Washington State Patrol.  An authorized 
emergency vehicle that is not law enforcement requires one red light with other lighting allowed 
on the vehicle being flashing amber or white lights.  Law enforcement requires one blue light 
and the other lighting that is allowed on the law enforcement vehicle is either flashing red, 
amber, or white lights. 

Summary of Bill: 

Vehicles that are operated by fire departments may be equipped with lights of the same color and 
type as designated by the Washington State Patrol for law enforcement vehicles.  The lights must 
be only visible from the rear of the fire department vehicle.

Appropriation:  None.

______________________

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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