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Brief Description:  Eliminating the license plate retention fee.

Sponsors:  Representatives Herrera, Eddy, Haler, Wallace, Smith, Takko, Orcutt, Short, Bailey, 
Condotta, Warnick, Goodman, Kretz, Johnson, Ross, Newhouse, Shea, Pearson, Rolfes, 
Dammeier, Kristiansen, Schmick, Carlyle, McCune, Driscoll, Moeller, Kelley and Roach.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Eliminates the vehicle license plate retention fee.

Hearing Date:  1/29/09

Staff:  Jerry Long (786-7306)

Background: 

In Washington, replacement of license plates is mandatory when the plates are seven years old or 
the license plate(s) have been lost, stolen, destroyed or mutilated.  A vehicle owner, when 
replacing the license plates, may choose to retain the license plate number of the old license 
plates.  They can retain the same number as long as the license plate or vehicle has not been 
reported stolen.  The current license plate number retention fee is $20.  The fee is deposited into 
the Multimodal Transportation Account.

Summary of Bill: 

The license plate retention fee of $20 for vehicle owners to retain the old license number is 
eliminated. 

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available
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This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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