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Brief Description:  Concerning the local government archives account.

Sponsors:  Representatives Dunshee and Warnick.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Repeals use of local government archives funds for use on the Heritage Center debt 
service.

Hearing Date:  2/3/09

Staff:  Steve Masse (786-7115)

Background: 

All archives and records management services provided by the Office of the Secretary of State 
are funded exclusively by a schedule of fees and charges established jointly by the Secretary of 
State and the Director of Financial Management.  The Secretary of State's costs for preserving 
and providing public access to local government archives and providing records management 
assistance to local government agencies have been funded by fees paid by state government 
agencies.  County auditors and local government officials are authorized to collect certain fees 
for copying, recording, and searching for records. These fees are deposited into the Local 
Government Archives Account (Account).  The Account can be used by the Secretary of State 
for disaster recovery, records management, archival preservation, and records protection 
services.  An additional surcharge of $1 per instrument recording after January 1, 2002 is 
deposited into the Account for debt service on the Washington State Digital Archives building.  
When the debt obligation on the building has been satisfied, the surcharge is then deposited half 
into the Centennial Document Preservation and Modernization Account and half into the 
Archives and Records Management Account. 

In 2008, the law was amended in the Capital Budget to include using excess revenues from the 
surcharge for use (1) of debt service on the Heritage Center if the Heritage Center account does 
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not have sufficient revenue to support the required debt service, and (2) after the debt service has
been satisfied on the Washington State Digital Archives building the surcharge shall not be 
deposited into the Centennial Document Preservation and the Modernization Account, and 
instead used for debt service on the Heritage Center if the revenue is insufficient to meet debt 
service needs.  The 2008 Capital Budget also included a transfer of $4 million from the Local 
Government Archives Account to the Washington State Heritage Center Account.

Summary of Bill: 

Future use of Local Government Archives surcharges for Heritage Center debt service is 
repealed, and the transfer of $4 million from the Local Government Archives Account is 
repealed. 

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 27, 2009.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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