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Brief Description:  Concerning law enforcement authority that relates to civil infractions and 

unlawful transit conduct.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by Senators Jarrett, 
Swecker, Delvin, Marr, Kilmer and Tom).

Brief Summary of Engrossed Substitute Bill

�

�

�

Changes the names of the misdemeanor crime of "unlawful bus conduct" to 
"unlawful transit conduct."  Expands the prohibition against unlawful transit conduct 
to ferry boats and passenger facilities.  Modifies and expands the list of transit 
conduct that is unlawful.   

Authorizes a regional transit authority to issue civil infractions for certain prohibited 
conduct on all transit facilities, instead of only on trains. 

Specifically authorizes municipal courts, in addition to district courts, to hear and 
determine civil infractions issued by a transit agency authorized to issue civil 
infractions.

Hearing Date:  3/24/09

Staff:  Kathryn Leathers (786-7114)

Background: 

Unlawful bus conduct is a misdemeanor crime, and includes various prohibited activities 
conducted while in a municipal transit vehicle or at a municipal transit station.  A "municipal 
transit vehicle" is defined to include every motor vehicle, streetcar, train, trolley vehicle, and any 
other device owned by a local government or transit authority for the purpose of carrying 
passengers on a regular basis.  A "transit station" is defined to include all facilities, structures, 
lands, including interest in lands and rights-of-way, that are held or used by a municipality or a 
regional transit authority for the purpose of providing public transportation.  
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Unlawful bus conduct includes knowingly littering, spitting, intentionally disturbing others by 
engaging in loud or harassing behavior, destroying or defacing property of a municipality or 
regional transit authority, and obstructing the flow of transit vehicles or passenger traffic.  A 
misdemeanor is punishable by up to 90 days in jail or a fine of up to $1,000, or both.

Regional transit authorities (RTAs) are authorized to set fines and penalties for civil infractions
established under the RTA statute.  Fines established by a RTA may not exceed the amount 
established in statute for a Class 1 civil infraction, which is currently $250 except in certain 
circumstances.  A RTA may issue a civil infraction only for those prohibited activities included 
in the RTA statutes, which include:  failure to pay the required fare, failure to display proof of 
payment when requested to do so by an authorized RTA employee, and failure to leave a train 
when requested to do so by an authorized RTA employee. 

Summary of Bill: 

The name of the misdemeanor crime "unlawful bus conduct" is changed to "unlawful transit 
conduct," and certain conduct is prohibited on transit vehicles and in transit stations.  A "transit
vehicle" is defined to all vehicles included in the definition of "municipal transit vehicle" under 
existing law and is also expanded to apply to ferry boats and and a vessel or vehicle that is 
owned or operated on behalf of a transit authority for the purpose of carrying passengers on a 
regular schedule.  The definition of a "transit station" is modified to include all passenger 
facilities, including stops, shelters, and bus zones.  A "transit authority" is defined to mean a city 
or county public transportation system, a metropolitan municipal corporation, public 
transportation benefit area, regional transit authority, or any special purpose district formed to 
operate a public transportation system. 

The list of transit conduct that is unlawful is expanded to include, among other conduct, 
consuming alcohol or possessing an open container of alcohol without permission from the 
transit authority and without any required permits; possessing or tendering an unissued fare 
media; falsely claiming to be a transit employee; gambling; skating or riding on a skateboard or 
other toy vehicle; and engaging in conduct that is inconsistent with the intended use and purpose 
of the transit facility, transit station, or transit vehicle, and refusing to obey the commands of an 
agent of the transit authority or peace officer to stop the conduct. 

The definition of "facilities" in the statute pertaining to RTAs is changed to explicitly include 
trains, stations, and designated-passenger waiting areas.  A RTA's authority to issue civil 
infractions is expanded to apply to prohibited conduct on all transit facilities, not just on trains. 

The statute pertaining to hearings for civil infractions is modified to expressly authorize an 
attorney who represents a transit agency that has the authority to issue civil infractions to appear
in civil infraction proceedings.  Municipal courts are specifically authorized to hear and 
determine civil infractions issued by a RTA or other transit agency authorized to issue civil 
infractions.  

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.
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Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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