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Brief Description:  Authorizing extensions of the due dates for filing tax incentive 

accountability reports and surveys with the department of revenue.

Sponsors:  Senators Haugen and Kilmer.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Grants taxpayers of certain tax incentives a 90-day extension for filing annual 
accountability reports and surveys.

Hearing Date:  2/24/10

Staff:  Susan Howson (786-7142).

Background: 

Businesses claiming certain tax incentives must provide data on annual accountability reports or 
surveys filed with the Department of Revenue.  In general, accountability reports and surveys 
require information about employment and economic activities related to the tax incentives. 

If a taxpayer fails to file a required report or survey by the due date, the business cannot claim 
the benefit and may have to repay any deferred taxes.  The penalty for failure to file varies by tax
program.  Under current law, the only grounds to extend the filing due date or to waive or cancel 
penalties for failure to file a required report or survey is circumstances beyond the control of the
taxpayer.  Circumstances beyond the control of the taxpayer does not include misunderstandings 
or mistakes; rather, it relates to circumstances such as the death of the taxpayer, fire or other 
casualty, or fraud or other employee crime for which a police report was obtained.

Summary of Bill: 

A 90-day extension of the filing date is allowed for annual accountability reports or surveys for 
taxpayers who:  (1) make a request for a filing extension in writing; and (2) have filed all earlier
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annual reports and surveys in a timely manner.  No taxpayer may be granted more than one 90-
day extension.

This extension applies to surveys and reports due in calendar year 2011 and thereafter.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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