
SENATE BILL REPORT
SHB 2179

As of February 4, 2010

Title:  An act relating to authorizing cities to provide and contract for supplemental 
transportation improvements.

Brief Description:  Authorizing cities located in counties having a population of more than one
million five hundred thousand to provide and contract for supplemental transportation 
improvements.

Sponsors:  House Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by Representative Eddy).

Brief History:  Passed House:  1/29/10, 92-4.
Committee Activity:  Transportation:  2/04/10.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

Staff:  Amanda Cecil (786-7429)

Background:  Cities are granted express authority to provide a wide variety of services and 
facilities, as well as the general authority to provide public services and facilities.  Cities may 
also provide a wide variety of transportation services, including public transit services.  A 
city has broad authority to provide these services or facilities itself, or it may contract for the 
provision of these services and facilities.

A transportation benefit district (TBD or district) is a quasi-municipal corporation and 
independent taxing authority that may be established by a county or city for the purpose of 
funding transportation improvements within the district.  Transportation improvement can 
include investments in city streets, county roads, new or existing highways of statewide 
significance, principal arterials of regional significance, high capacity transportation, and 
public transportation.  The TBD may include areas within one or more than one county, city, 
port district, county transportation authority, or public transportation benefit area. 

Summary of Bill:  Cities that are located within counties with a population of 1.5 million 
people may provide or contract for supplemental transit service, in addition to any existing or 
planned public transportation service provided by public transportation agencies and systems 
serving the city.  Cities that are members of a TBD may petition the TBD to adopt and 
incorporate supplemental transit service into existing public transportation services provided 
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by the TBD.  Any supplemental transit service that is added must be coordinated with the 
existing system.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  This provides cities with the express authority 
to contract for additional transit service without going through the existing metro system.  It 
also gets the existing system to coordinate with any additional systems.

CON:  King County has started conversations with Bellevue to start this process.  They are 
working to get direct service to the areas that need it.  This is already an option for cities if 
they have the resources.  Kent, Kirkland, and Renton are already contracting for 
supplementing transit service under the current law.  This could cause further fragmentation 
in the system.

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Representative Eddy, prime sponsor; Mike Doubleday, City of 
Bellevue.  

CON:  Genesee Adkins, King County; Doug Hodson, King County Metro.
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