
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5081

As of January 16, 2009

Title:  An act relating to the issuance of certain special license plates to persons with disabilities.

Brief Description:  Authorizing the issuance of certain special license plates to persons with 
disabilities for up to two vehicles.

Sponsors:  Senators Jacobsen and Kauffman.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Transportation:  

SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

Staff:  Wendy Malkin (786-7434)

Background:  Under current law, any person who has a disability that meets certain criteria, 
as determined by a specified healthcare provider, must be granted special parking privileges. 
Persons who qualify for special parking privileges are entitled to receive from the 
Department of Licensing a removable windshield placard. Every person issued a placard 
receives an identification card that contains the person's name, date of birth, and the placard's 
serial number. In addition to the placard, persons who qualify for special parking privileges 
are entitled to receive special license plates bearing the international symbol of access for one 
vehicle registered in the name of the person with disabilities. Persons with disabilities who 
are not issued the special plates are entitled to receive a second placard upon written request 
to the Department of Licensing. Persons using vehicles displaying the placard or the plates 
may park in places reserved for persons with disabilities. No fees in addition to the regular 
motor vehicle fees are charged for the issuance of the special plates or placards.

Summary of Bill:  The limit is increased on the number of vehicles eligible for special 
plates. In addition to a placard, persons who qualify for special parking privileges are entitled 
to receive special license plates for up to two vehicles registered in the name of the person 
with disabilities. 

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 13, 2009.

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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