
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5086

As Reported by Senate Committee On:
Agriculture & Rural Economic Development, February 24, 2009

Title:  An act relating to special assessments for conservation district activities and programs.

Brief Description:  Regarding special assessments for conservation district activities and 
programs.

Sponsors:  Senator Jacobsen.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Agriculture & Rural Economic Development:  2/24/09 [DPS, w/

oRec].

SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE & RURAL ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

Majority Report:  That Substitute Senate Bill No. 5086 be substituted therefor, and the 
substitute bill do pass.

Signed by Senators Hatfield, Chair; Ranker, Vice Chair; Schoesler, Ranking Minority 
Member; Haugen, Jacobsen, Morton and Shin.

Minority Report:  That it be referred without recommendation.
Signed by Senator Becker.

Staff:  Sam Thompson (786-7413)

Background:  County legislative authorities may generate funds to finance conservation 
district activities by establishing a system of special assessments on lands within a district.  
By August, prior to the year assessments are proposed to begin, district supervisors conduct a 
public hearing on proposed assessments.  After the hearing, the supervisors can file the 
proposed assessments and a budget with the county legislative authority.  The county must 
then hold a public hearing on the proposal, find that the public interest will be served, and 
determine that the assessments will not exceed the benefit the land will receive from district 
activities.  The county may accept or revise the assessments and, once accepted, must post 
notice as specified in statute.

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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The system of assessments includes a classification of lands, an annual per acre rate of 
assessment for each classification, and the total assessment proposed.  Lands that will not 
receive benefit are not subject to assessment.  The maximum annual rate of assessments is 10 
cents per acre, $5 per parcel, or both.  However, counties with more than 1.5 million 
residents may have a maximum annual per parcel rate of $10.  Currently, only King County 
has more than 1.5 million residents.  Assessments may be imposed for up to ten years.  They 
are spread by the county assessor on the tax rolls and collected along with property taxes by 
the county treasurer, who deducts the county's administrative costs.

Summary of Bill (Recommended Substitute):  Conservation districts in counties that 
contain cities with a population of 180,000 people or more (i.e., King, Pierce, and Spokane 
counties) may have a maximum annual per parcel assessment rate of $10.

After the county treasurer deducts the amount from collected special assessments to cover 
costs incurred by the county assessor and county treasurer, remaining funds must be used by 
the conservation district on programs to conserve natural resources, including soil and water.

EFFECT OF CHANGES MADE BY AGRICULTURE & RURAL ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (Recommended Substitute):  Language specifically 
naming King, Pierce, and Spokane County conservation districts is revised to comply with a 
state constitutional prohibition upon special legislation.  Instead, conservation districts in 
counties that contain cities with a population of 180,000 people or more are authorized to 
have a maximum annual per parcel assessment rate of $10.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  The Spokane County Conservation District 
needs the authority this bill provides for possible funding of programs to reduce phosphate 
loading in local waterways and to mitigate risks of fires.  The Pierce Conservation District 
needs the authority this bill provides for possible funding of low income assistance programs.

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Jim Armstrong, Spokane County Conservation District; Monty 
Mahan, Pierce Conservation District; John Larson, Washington Association of Conservation 
Districts.
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