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Brief Description:  Authorizing the department of retirement systems to assist with mailing 
information to certain members of the state retirement systems.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Government Operations & Elections (originally sponsored by 
Senators Keiser, Roach, Swecker, Fraser, McCaslin, Kohl-Welles, Honeyford, Pridemore, 
McDermott, Fairley, Benton and Shin).

Senate Committee on Ways & Means
Senate Committee on Government Operations & Elections
House Committee on State Government & Tribal Affairs

Background:  The Department of Retirement Systems (DRS) was created in 1976 to 
administer the various retirement systems that provide benefits for state and local 
government employees in Washington.  The retirement systems include the Public 
Employees’ Retirement System (PERS); the Teachers’ Retirement System (TERS); the 
School Employees’ Retirement System (SERS); the Law Enforcement Officers’ and Fire 
Fighters’s System (LEOFF); the Washington State Patrol Retirement System (WSPRS); the 
Public Safety Employees’ Retirement System (PSERS); the Judicial Retirement System 
(JRS); and the Judge’s Retirement Fund (JRF). 

Many of these retirement systems have retirement organizations representing the thousands 
of public pension system retirees.  Examples of these retirement organizations include the 
Retired Public Employees Council of Washington, the Washington State School Retirees 
Association, the Retired Firefighters of Washington, and the Retired Members of the 
Washington Education Association.

Summary:  Any organization that exclusively provides representation or services to retired 
members of the Washington State retirement systems and has membership dues deducted 
through the DRS has a right to request the DRS’s assistance in doing blind mailings to 
retirees two times per year.  Eligible mailings must provide information regarding the 
organization’s services for members of the retirement systems eligible for membership in the 
organization.  Mailings may not be for the purpose of supporting or opposing any political 
party, ballot measure, or candidate.  The retiree organization must provide all the printed 
materials and the envelopes to a mail processing center.  The retiree organization must also 
pay all costs for generating mailing labels, inserting the materials into the envelopes; and 
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sealing, labeling, and delivering the materials to be mailed to a bulk mail center or post 
office.  The retiree organization must use its own bulk mail permit and pay all postage costs.

The DRS must provide the requested retiree data for addressing the envelopes to the mail 
center under a secure data share agreement with the mail center. This agreement must 
provide that the retiree organization or any other entity does not have direct access to the 
retiree’s names or addresses.

The DRS does not have an obligation to approve or disapprove, or in any other way take 
responsibility for, the content of the mailings.

Votes on Final Passage:  

Senate 42 4
House 93 4

Effective:  July 26, 2009
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