
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5353

As of February 10, 2009

Title:  An act relating to the annexation procedures of public transportation benefit area 
authorities.

Brief Description:  Modifying annexation procedures of public transportation benefit area 
authorities.

Sponsors:  Senator Haugen.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Transportation:  2/09/09.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

Staff:  Wendy Malkin (786-7434)

Background:  A public transportation benefit area (PTBA) is a federated special purpose 
district authorized to provide public transit services and facilities.  A PTBA is a federation of 
two or more counties or cities that is created as a regional government.  There are 28 public 
transit operating systems in Washington, and 20 of these systems are PTBAs. 

Sales and use taxes are the primary source of revenue for PTBAs.  Voters of a PTBA may 
approve a ballot proposition authorizing the PTBA to impose sales and use taxes of up to 0.9 
percent within the PTBA on the same tax base as the state's sales and use taxes.  Voters of 
PTBAs located outside of central Puget Sound may impose additional taxes with voter 
approval.

A PTBA may annex an area that is contiguous with the PTBA if voters residing in the area 
approve a ballot proposition authorizing annexation.  The ballot proposition is submitted to 
voters through a resolution of the governing body of the PTBA or by a petition signed by at 
least 4 percent of the voters residing in the area to be annexed.  If the area proposed to be 
annexed is located in another city or county, the area may be annexed only if the county 
legislative authority of the other county approves annexation of any unincorporated area or 
the governing body of a city approves inclusion of the city. 

Summary of Bill:  The governing body of a PTBA may authorize the annexation of territory 
through a resolution.  Annexation through resolution is subject to the following conditions:  
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(1) a PTBA proposing to annex territory must conduct a public hearing prior to the passage 
of a resolution, and (2) a resolution does not take effect for at least 30 days after it has 
passed.  If, within 30 days of the passage of a resolution, a petition calling for an election to 
authorize the annexation is signed by at least 4 percent of the voters residing within the area 
to be annexed, the resolution does not take effect until the annexation is authorized through 
an election. 

Annexation through resolution is available in addition to annexation through a ballot 
proposition submitted to voters through a resolution of the governing body of the PTBA or 
by a petition signed by at least 4 percent of the voters residing in the area to be annexed.  

Appropriation:  None. 

Fiscal Note:  Not Requested.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  PTBAs tend to form around cities, and there 
are many areas between PTBAs that would be great locations for services. There are areas 
along the I-5 corridor that do not have businesses to tax, but the areas would be great 
locations for park and rides.  In addition, these areas could use PTBA services.  

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Senator Haugen, prime sponsor.
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