
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 6104

As of February 27, 2009

Title:  An act relating to state agency hours of operation.

Brief Description:  Addressing state agency hours of operation.

Sponsors:  Senators Prentice and Tom; by request of Office of Financial Management and 
Department of Personnel.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Ways & Means:  2/27/09.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS & MEANS

Staff:  Steve Jones (786-7440)

Background:  State law requires all state offices to be open for business from 8:00 a.m. until 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, with an exception for legal holidays.    In addition, the 
state Public Records Act requires state agencies to make public records available for 
inspection and copying during customary office hours of at least 30 hours per week or from 
9:00 a.m. until noon and from 1:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, with an 
exception for legal holidays.

Summary of Bill:  State offices must be open at least 40 hours per week and public records 
must be available for inspection and copying at least 30 hours per week.  Specific times of 
day are not specified.  Exceptions are allowed for weeks that include legal holidays.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  Ten state agencies are operating on modified 
work hours on a pilot-project basis, and this legislation is needed to allow these pilot projects 
to continue.  This bill will provide state agencies with increased flexibility and efficiency and 
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reduced costs.  While some public records are available on the internet, many records are not; 
therefore, state agencies continue to maintain office hours to comply with the Public Records 
Act.

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Julie Murray, Office of Financial Management.

Senate Bill Report SB 6104- 2 -


