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ENGRCSSED HOUSE BI LL 1087

State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Kenney, Pettigrew, Hasegawa, Darneille, Chase,
Nel son, Sullivan, D ckerson, Hudgins, Wite, and Upt hegrove

Prefiled 01/08/09. Read first tine 01/12/009. Referred to Committee
on Conmmunity & Econom ¢ Devel opnent & Trade.

AN ACT Relating to inproving the effectiveness of the office of
mnority and wonen's business enterprises; anmendi ng RCW 39. 19. 041; and
addi ng new sections to chapter 39.19 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 39.19 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The office shall, in consultation wth the advisory conmttee,
develop a strategic plan to inprove its effectiveness in carrying out
t he purposes of this chapter, including assisting small mnority and
wonen' s busi ness enterprises to succeed in this state. The plan nust
be updated at least annually and nust include tinelines and, at a
m ni mum strategies to:

(a) Facilitate communication with and anong mnority and wonen's
busi ness enterprises on contracting with the state, including providing
for a central depository of information accessible to snmall businesses;

(b) Inprove outreach to snmall businesses, including publicizing the
val ue of certification under this chapter;

(c) Streamine the statewi de certification process;
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(d) Focus technical assistance wunder this chapter to smal
busi nesses and certified firnms;

(e) Address barriers to inclusion of certified firns in the state
procurenent process and increase selection of certified firnms as prinme
contractors and subcontractors in contracts awarded by state agencies
and educational institutions; and

(f) Devel op accountability neasures to use in reporting progress by
the office and other state agencies and educational institutions in
achi eving the purposes of this chapter.

(2) The office nmust report on the strategic plan and its assessnent
of progress to the governor and the appropriate commttees of the
| egislature, with a prelimnary report by Septenber 1, 2009, and annual
reports begi nning Decenber 1, 2009. The report nust include relevant
fiscal information

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 39.19 RCW
to read as foll ows:

For the purpose of annual reporting on progress required by section
1 of this act, each state agency and educational institution shall
submt data to the office on the participation by qualified mnority
and wonen-owned and controlled businesses in the agency's or
institution's contracts and other related informati on requested by the
director. The director shall determ ne the content and fornmat of the
data and the reporting schedul e, which nust be at | east annually.

Sec. 3. RCW39.19.041 and 1995 c 269 s 1302 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) By August 1, 2009, the director ((#&y)) shall establish ((a¢
hoe —adv-sery—commttees——as—heeessary;,)) an_advisory commttee on
mnority and wonen's business enterprises to assist in the devel opnent
of policies to carry out the purposes of this chapter and to provide
the director wwth policy advice on current issues.

(2) The advisory committee shall neet at |least six tines per year
Menbers nmay participate in a neeting of the advisory conmttee by neans
of a conference tel ephone or simlar conmuni cations equi pnent, in which
all persons participating in the neeting can hear each other at the
sane tinme. Participation by such neans shall constitute presence, in
person, at a neeting.
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(3) The advisory commttee nenbership may include up to fifteen
nenbers, subject to the foll ow ng:

(a) Menbers nust be as_diverse and representative as possible of
busi nesses certified under this chapter and_organi zations that
represent such busi nesses.

(b) Menbership nust reflect statew de geographic distribution of
smal | busi nesses.

(c) The nunber of organizations represented nmay not exceed_ the
nunber of busi nesses represent ed.

(4) In_addition to the nenbers permtted under subsection (3) of
this section, the advisory conmttee nenbership may include nonvoting
representatives of state and | ocal governnent.

~-- END ---
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