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ENGROSSED HOUSE BI LL 1547

State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Bailey, Conway, Seaquist, Crouse, Kenney,
Si npson, and Ornsby; by request of Select Commttee on Pension Policy
and LECFF Pl an 2 Retirenent Board

Read first tinme 01/23/09. Referred to Conmmittee on Ways & Means.

AN ACT Relating to increasing the duty-related death benefit for
public enployees; anending RCW 41.04.017, 41.24.160, 41.26.048,
41. 32. 053, 41.35.115, 41.37.110, 41.40.0931, and 41.40.0932; and
reenacti ng and anendi ng RCW 43. 43. 285.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA41.04.017 and 2007 c 487 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

A one hundred ((+++y)) seventy-five thousand doll ar death benefit
shall be paid as a sundry claimto the estate of an enployee of any
state agency, the common school system of the state, or institution of
hi gher education who dies as a result of (1) injuries sustained in the
course of enploynent; or (2) an occupational disease or infection that
arises naturally and proximately out of enploynent covered under this
chapter, and is not otherw se provided a death benefit through coverage
under their enrolled retirenent systemunder chapter 402, Laws of 2003.
The determnation of eligibility for the benefit shall be nmade
consistent wwth Title 51 RCWby the departnent of | abor and industries.
The departnent of |abor and industries shall notify the director of the
departnent of general adm nistration by order under RCW51. 52. 050.
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Sec. 2. RCWA41.24.160 and 2001 ¢ 134 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1)(a) Wienever a participant dies as the result of injuries
recei ved, or sickness contracted in consequence or as the result of the
performance of his or her duties, the board of trustees shall order and
direct the paynent from the principal fund of (i) the sum of one
hundred ((#+H+fty—twe)) seventy-seven thousand dollars to his w dow or
her wi dower, or if there is no widow or wi dower, then to his or her
dependent child or children, or if there is no dependent child or
children, then to his or her dependent parents or either of them or if
there are no dependent parents or parent, then the death benefit shal
be paid to the nenber's estate, and (ii)(A) the sumof one thousand two
hundred seventy-five dollars per nonth to his w dow or her w dower
during his or her life together wiwth the additional nonthly sum of one
hundred ten dollars for each child of the nenber, unemancipated or
under eighteen years of age, dependent upon the nmenber for support at
the time of his or her death, (B) to a maximumtotal of two thousand
five hundred fifty dollars per nonth.

(b) Beginning on July 1, 2001, and each July 1st thereafter, the
conpensati on anount specifiedin (a)(ii)(B) of this subsection shall be
readjusted to reflect the percentage change in the consuner price

i ndex, <calculated as follows: The index for the calendar vyear
preceding the year in which the July calculation is made, to be known
as "calendar year A" is divided by the index for the cal endar year

precedi ng cal endar year A, and the resulting ratiois multiplied by the
conpensation amount in effect on June 30th imedi ately preceding the
July 1st on which the respective calculation is nmade. For the purposes
of this subsection, "index" neans the same as the definition in RCW
2.12.037(1).

(2) If the widow or wi dower does not have | egal custody of one or
nore dependent children of the deceased participant or if, after the
death of the participant, legal custody of such child or children
passes from the wi dow or w dower to another person, any paynment on
account of such child or children not in the | egal custody of the w dow
or wi dower shall be nade to the person or persons having | egal custody
of such child or children. Such paynents on account of such child or
children shall be subtracted from the anmount to which such w dow or
w dower woul d have been entitled had such wi dow or w dower had | ega
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custody of all the children and the wi dow or wi dower shall receive the
remai nder after such paynents on account of such child or children have
been subtracted. If there is no wdow or w dower, or the w dow or
wi dower dies while there are children, unemanci pated or under ei ghteen
years of age, then the anpbunt of one thousand two hundred seventy-five
dol l ars per nonth shall be paid for the youngest or only child together
with an additional one hundred ten dollars per nonth for each
addi ti onal of such children to a maxi num of two thousand five hundred
fifty dollars per nonth until they becone emanci pated or reach the age
of eighteen years; and if there are no w dow or w dower, child, or
children entitled thereto, then to his or her parents or either of them
the sum of one thousand two hundred seventy-five dollars per nonth for
life, if it is proved to the satisfaction of the board that the
parents, or either of them were dependent on the deceased for their
support at the tinme of his or her death. In any instance in
subsections (1) and (2) of this section, if the wi dow or wi dower, child
or children, or the parents, or either of them marries while receiving
such pension the person so marrying shall thereafter receive no further
pension fromthe fund.

(3) In the case provided for in this section, the nonthly paynent
provi ded may be converted in whole or in part into a |unp sum paynent,
not in any case to exceed twelve thousand dollars, equal or
proportionate, as the case nay be, to the actuarial equivalent of the
nmonthly paynent in which event the nonthly paynents shall cease in
whol e or in part accordingly or proportionately. Such conversion may
be made either upon witten application to the state board and shal
rest in the discretion of the state board; or the state board is
authorized to nmake, and authority is given it to make, on its own
nmotion, lunp sum paynents, equal or proportionate, as the case may be,
to the value of the annuity then remaining in full satisfaction of
clainms due to dependents. Wthin the rule under this subsection the
anount and val ue of the |l unp sum paynent may be agreed upon between the
appl i cant and the state board.

Sec. 3. RCWA41.26.048 and 2007 c¢c 487 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A one hundred ((#+H+ty)) seventy-five thousand dollar death
benefit shall be paid to the nenber's estate, or such person or
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persons, trust or organization as the nenber shall have nom nated by
written designation duly executed and filed with the departnent. | f
there be no such designated person or persons still living at the tinme
of the nmenber's death, such nenber's death benefit shall be paid to the
menber's surviving spouse as if in fact such spouse had been nom nat ed
by witten designation, or if there be no such surviving spouse, then
to such nenber's | egal representatives.

(2) The benefit under this section shall be paid only when death
occurs: (a) As a result of injuries sustained in the course of
enpl oyment; or (b) as aresult of an occupational disease or infection
that arises naturally and proxi mately out of enploynent covered under
this chapter. The determnation of eligibility for the benefit shal
be made consistent with Title 51 RCWby the departnent of |abor and
i ndustries. The departnment of |abor and industries shall notify the
departnent of retirenent systens by order under RCW51. 52. 050.

Sec. 4. RCWA41.32.053 and 2007 c 487 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A one hundred ((#++ty)) seventy-five thousand dollar death
benefit shall be paid to the nenber's estate, or such person or
persons, trust or organi zation as the nenber has nom nated by witten
designation duly executed and filed with the departnent. I f no such
desi gnated person or persons are still living at the tinme of the
menber's death, the nenber's death benefit shall be paid to the
menber's surviving spouse as if in fact the spouse had been nom nated
by witten designation, or if there is no surviving spouse, then to the
menber's | egal representatives.

(2) The benefit under this section shall be paid only where death
occurs as a result of (a) injuries sustained in the course of
enpl oynent; or (b) an occupational disease or infection that arises
natural ly and proxi mately out of enploynment covered under this chapter.
The determnation of eligibility for the benefit shall be nmade
consistent wwth Title 51 RCWby the departnent of | abor and industries.
The departnent of |abor and industries shall notify the departnent of
retirement systens by order under RCW51. 52. 050.

Sec. 5. RCWA41.35.115 and 2007 ¢ 487 s 4 are each amended to read
as foll ows:
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(1) A one hundred ((#++ty)) seventy-five thousand dollar death
benefit shall be paid to the nenber's estate, or such person or
persons, trust or organi zation as the nenber has nom nated by witten
designation duly executed and filed with the departnent. I f no such
desi gnated person or persons are still living at the tinme of the
menber's death, the nenber's death benefit shall be paid to the
menber's surviving spouse as if in fact the spouse had been nom nated
by witten designation, or if there is no surviving spouse, then to the
menber's | egal representatives.

(2) The benefit under this section shall be paid only where death
occurs as a result of (a) injuries sustained in the course of
enpl oynent; or (b) an occupational disease or infection that arises
natural ly and proxi mately out of enploynment covered under this chapter.
The determnation of eligibility for the benefit shall be nmade
consistent wwth Title 51 RCWby the departnent of | abor and industries.
The departnent of |abor and industries shall notify the departnent of
retirement systens by order under RCWS51. 52. 050.

Sec. 6. RCWA41.37.110 and 2007 ¢ 487 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A one hundred ((#++ty)) seventy-five thousand dollar death
benefit shall be paid to the nenber's estate, or the person or persons,
trust, or organization the nenber has nom nated by witten designation
duly executed and filed with the departnent. |If the designated person
or persons are not still living at the time of the nmenber's death, the
menber's death benefit shall be paid to the nenber's surviving spouse
as if in fact the spouse had been nom nated by witten designation, or
if there is no surviving spouse, then to the nenber's |egal
representatives.

(2) The benefit under this section shall be paid only where death
occurs as a result of (a) injuries sustained in the course of
enpl oynent; or (b) an occupational disease or infection that arises
natural ly and proxi mately out of enploynment covered under this chapter.
The determnation of eligibility for the benefit shall be nmade
consistent wwth Title 51 RCWby the departnent of | abor and industries.
The departnent of |abor and industries shall notify the departnent of
retirement systens by order under RCWS51. 52. 050.
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Sec. 7. RCW41.40.0931 and 2007 ¢ 487 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A one hundred ((#++ty)) seventy-five thousand dollar death
benefit for nmenbers who had the opportunity to transfer to the |aw
enforcenent officers' and firefighters' retirenment system pursuant to
chapter 502, Laws of 1993, but elected to remain in the public
enpl oyees' retirenent system shall be paid to the nenber's estate, or
such person or persons, trust, or organization as the nenber has
nom nated by witten designation duly executed and filed with the
departnment. |If there is no designated person or persons still Iiving
at the tinme of the nenber's death, the nenber's death benefit shall be
paid to the nenber's surviving spouse as if in fact the spouse had been
nom nated by witten designation, or if there is no surviving spouse,
then to the menber's | egal representatives.

(2) Subject to subsection (3) of this section, the benefit under
this section shall be paid only where death occurs as a result of (a)
injuries sustained in the course of enploynent as a general authority
police officer; or (b) an occupational disease or infection that arises
natural ly and proxi mately out of enployment covered under this chapter.
The determnation of eligibility for the benefit shall be nmade
consistent wwth Title 51 RCWby the departnent of | abor and industries.
The departnent of |abor and industries shall notify the departnent of
retirement systens by order under RCWS51. 52. 050.

(3) The benefit under this section shall not be paid in the event
the nmenber was in the act of commtting a felony when the fatal
injuries were suffered.

Sec. 8. RCW41.40.0932 and 2007 ¢ 487 s 7 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A one hundred ((#+ty)) seventy-five thousand dollar death
benefit shall be paid to the nenber's estate, or such person or
persons, trust or organi zation as the nenber has nom nated by witten
designation duly executed and filed with the departnent. I f no such
desi gnated person or persons are still living at the tinme of the
menber's death, the nenber's death benefit shall be paid to the
menber's surviving spouse as if in fact the spouse had been nom nated
by witten designation, or if there is no surviving spouse, then to the
menber's | egal representatives.
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(2) The benefit under this section shall be paid only where death
occurs as a result of (a) injuries sustained in the course of
enpl oynment; or (b) an occupational disease or infection that arises
natural ly and proxi mately out of enploynment covered under this chapter.
The determnation of eligibility for the benefit shall be nmade
consistent wwth Title 51 RCWby the departnent of | abor and industries.
The departnent of |abor and industries shall notify the departnent of
retirement systens by order under RCWS51. 52. 050.

Sec. 9. RCW43.43.285 and 2007 c 488 s 1 and 2007 c 487 s 9 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) A one hundred ((#++ty)) seventy-five thousand dollar death
benefit shall be paid to the nenber's estate, or such person or
persons, trust or organization as the nenber shall have nom nated by
witten designation duly executed and filed with the departnent. | f
there be no such designated person or persons still living at the tinme
of the nmenmber's death, such nenber's death benefit shall be paid to the
menber' s surviving spouse as if in fact such spouse had been nom nated
by witten designation, or if there be no such surviving spouse, then
to such nenber's | egal representatives.

(2)(a) The benefit under this section shall be paid only where
death occurs as a result of (i) injuries sustained in the course of
enpl oynent; or (ii) an occupational disease or infection that arises
natural ly and proxi mately out of enploynment covered under this chapter.
The determnation of eligibility for the benefit shall be nmade
consistent wwth Title 51 RCWby the departnent of | abor and industries.
The departnent of |abor and industries shall notify the departnent of
retirement systens by order under RCWS51. 52. 050.

(b) The retirenent allowance paid to the spouse and dependent
children of a nmenber who is killed in the course of enploynent, as set
forth in RCW 41.05.011(14), shall include reinbursenent for any
paynments of premumrates to the Washington state health care authority
under RCWA41. 05. 080.

~-- END ---
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