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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1889

State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By House Education (originally sponsored by Representatives
Sul l'ivan, Priest, Onsby, Santos, and Sinpson)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 23/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to paraeducator tutors; adding a new section to
chapter 28A. 400 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds:

(a) The office of the superintendent of public instruction
recogni zes the acconplishnments of classroom paraeducators to attain
professional growh devel opnent standards in order to increase
students' | earning achi evenent; and

(b) There is a growing need to provide support for struggling
students who have been identified as not neeting state acadenc
standards. Highly trained paraeducators can have a significant inpact
on those students who fall short of grade |evel standards but do not
meet the criteria to qualify for special education or Title |
resources. Increasing the know edge and skills of paraeducators wll
result in students reaching their highest potential.

(2) The purpose of this act is to develop standards for
par aeducators to increase their know edge of learning disabilities,
addressing different |earning styles, teaching strategies, and decodi ng
skills that will result in a positive inpact on student achi evenent.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A 400
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt rules
establishing voluntary paraeducator tutor certification. Certification
shal |l be for five-year periods.

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall
devel op paraeducator tutor certification standards, a certification
process, and certification requirenents.

(3) For the purposes of this section, a paraeducator tutor is a
par aeducat or who provides or assists in providing direct instructionto
st udent s.

(4) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall
develop a proposal to provide incentives for individuals to pursue
par aeducator tutor certification. The proposal shall be submtted to
appropriate commttees of the |egislature by Decenber 1, 2009.

~-- END ---
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