
HOUSE RESOLUTION NO.2009-4605, by Representatives Johnson, Ross, Alexander, Anderson,
Angel, Appleton, Armstrong, Bailey, Blake, Campbell, Carlyle, Chandler, Chase, Chopp, Clibborn,
Cody, Condotta, Conway, Cox, Crouse, Dammeier, Darneille, DeBolt, Dickerson, Driscoll, Dunshee,
Eddy, Ericks, Ericksen, Finn, Flannigan, Goodman, Green, Haigh, Haler, Hasegawa, Hinkle, Hope,
Hudgins, Hunt, Hunter, Hurst, Jacks, Kagi, Kelley, Kenney, Kessler, Kirby, Klippert, Kretz, Kristiansen,
Liias, Linville, Maxwell, McCoy, McCune, Miloscia, Moeller, Morrell, Morris, Nelson, Newhouse,
O'Brien, Orcutt, Ormsby, Orwall, Parker, Pearson, Pedersen, Pettigrew, Priest, Probst, Quall, Roach,
Roberts, Rodne, Rolfes, Santos, Schmick, Seaquist, Sells, Shea, Short, Simpson, Smith, Springer,
Sullivan, Takko, Upthegrove, Van De Wege, Wallace, Walsh, Warnick, White, Williams, and Wood

           WHEREAS, It is the policy of the Washington State Legislature to recognize excellence in all
fields of endeavor; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner has exhibited true excellence throughout her personal, professional,
and public life; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner has exhibited the highest levels of excellence during her tenure as State
Representative for the citizens of the 14th Legislative District, comprised of a portion of Yakima County
and including the cities of Yakima, Naches, Tieton, Gleed, Selah, Union Gap, Ahtanum, Tampico, and
other wonderful communities throughout Yakima County; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner was born in Los Angeles, California, but at the tender age of three
months came with her parents to Wapato, Washington; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner was raised in the Yakima, Washington area as the daughter of migrant
workers, and is the great niece of the late president of Mexico, Venustiano Carranza; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner's first language was Spanish and she learned English in the public
schools and used her bilingual abilities to help people throughout the Yakima Valley; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner's parents taught her the importance of public service, which she
demonstrated with earnest devotion throughout her life; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner attended Yakima Public Schools and graduated from Davis High School
in Yakima, attended Yakima Valley Community College, and graduated from Central Washington
University with a B.A. in education; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner and her husband of forty years, Dr. Harlow "Hal" Skinner, whom she
loved with undying affection, lived in Walla Walla and Thurston counties, but resided the majority of
their lives in Yakima – a community dearly loved by Mary; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner has been employed as a nurses' aide and later taught junior high school
in the Yakima School District; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner has served as a volunteer in many community groups and activities,
including the Allied Arts Council of Yakima Valley, the American Association of University Women
(past branch president), Yakima Junior League, the League of Women Voters, and PEO; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner served in many community leadership positions, including director
and cofounder of the Washington State Medical Association Auxiliary Foundation, president of the
Washington State Medical Association Auxiliary, member of the Yakima Valley Community College
Board, Yakima Valley Community College Foundation Board, Heritage College Board, the St. Elizabeth
Hospital (Providence Yakima Medical Center/Yakima Regional Medical Center) Community Board, past
vice-president of the Yakima Schools Foundation, cofounder of Olympia Junior League, member of the
Capitol Theatre Board and Capitol Furnishings Preservation Committee, founding member of the Yakima
County Health Care Coalition, along with volunteer roles in at least eighteen organizations; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner was appointed as a 3rd Congressional District member to the Washington
State Board of Education; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner served for many years as a board member of the Washington Arts
Commission and was an impassioned supporter of the arts; and



           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner served as State Representative from the 14th Legislative District from
January 1995 to January 2009, as a Ranking Member of the House Economic Development, Housing and
Trade Committee, a member of the House Transportation Committee, the House Higher Education
Committee, and the House Health Care Committee, and as a member of the National Conference of State
Government's Executive Committee, and past chair of the Council of State Governments WEST
Committee on Aging, the cochair of the Council of State Governments Health Capacity Task Force,
Council of State Governments' 2004 Henry Toll Fellowship Leader, and as vice-chair of the Washington
House Republican Caucus from January 2005 to January 2009; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner during her seven terms in elected office was responsible for the passage
of: Double fines in school zones, Anton's Law – the most comprehensive child passenger safety restraint
law in the nation, numerous laws to assist senior citizens and long-term care, the creation of a state poet
laureate, and extension of insurance coverage for colon cancer screening; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner helped to secure many important projects for the 14th District, including
the Millennium Arts Plaza in downtown Yakima, funding for the Selah Overpass and Valley Mall
Boulevard extension, preservation of the historic Capitol Theatre, downtown Yakima redevelopment,
and assisted in the creation of a Yakima Valley Community College higher education center; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner is respected for her sincerity, her honesty, her kindness, and her
friendship; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner has a true servant's heart and always puts the interests of others above
those of her own; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner has a deep and abiding faith in God and loves to share her faith with
anyone who will listen; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner never fails to give a word of hope and encouragement to those who
are discouraged or hurting; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner through all her health challenges never complains but rather expresses
the joys she finds in life and in her faith; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner is deeply admired for her dedicated and sacrificial service to this
institution, her family, friends and colleagues, her community, her constituents, and citizens throughout
this state; and
           WHEREAS, Mary Skinner is the epitome of a well-rounded and dedicated wife, step-mother, sister
to Marti and Gloria, community leader, public official, and friend;
           NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives honor Mary Skinner
for her years of dedicated service, her personal and professional integrity, and her faithfulness to the
principles and ideals that she worked so diligently for; and
           BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be immediately transmitted by the
Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives to Mary Skinner.


