
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5063

As of January 21, 2011

Title:  An act relating to special license plates for motorcycles.

Brief Description:  Concerning special license plates for motorcycles.

Sponsors:  Senators Haugen, King and Shin.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Transportation:  1/20/11.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

Staff:  Katherine Taylor (786-7434)

Background:  Currently, there are 36 special license plates displaying a symbol, artwork, or 
wording that honor various veteran groups, universities, organizations, parks and the 
environment, sports and hobbies, and service organizations and associations which are 
available through the Department of Licensing. The special license plates are available for 
use in lieu of regular or personalized license plates.  All 36 of the special license plates are 
available for use on automobiles, however only 24 of the 36 special license plates are 
currently available for motorcycles.  

Summary of Bill:  The bill as referred to committee not considered.

Summary of Bill (Proposed Substitute):  The Department of Licensing will make all 
special license plates, which were previously available to automobiles but not motorcycles, 
available for motorcycles.  The special license plates that will become available for 
motorcycles include the following:
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Purple Heart;
Pearl Harbor Survivor;
Former Prisoner of War;
Disabled Veteran;
Congressional Medal of Honor;
Evergreen State College;
Eastern Washington University;
University of Washington;
Washington State University;

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Western Washington University;
Square Dancer; and 
Baseball Stadium.

Continuing with current law prorated vehicles, essentially interstate trucks, will not be able to 
use any of the 12 special license plates, which will become available for motorcyclists.

Appropriation:  None.  

Fiscal Note:  Requested.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No. 

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed. 

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  The veterans community generally supports 
anything that honors veterans. 

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Ted Vicorek, Veterans Legislative Coalition.
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