
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5589

As Passed Senate, March 3, 2011

Title:  An act relating to heavy haul industrial corridors.

Brief Description:  Addressing heavy haul industrial corridors.

Sponsors:  Senator Morton.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Transportation:  2/08/11, 2/09/11 [DP].
Passed Senate:  3/03/11, 46-0.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

Majority Report:  Do pass.
Signed by Senators Haugen, Chair; White, Vice Chair; King, Ranking Minority Member; 

Fain, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Delvin, Ericksen, Hill, Hobbs, Litzow, Prentice, 
Ranker, Sheldon, Shin and Swecker.

Staff:  Katherine Taylor (786-7434)

Background:  The Department of Transportation (DOT), with respect to state highways 
maintained within port district property, may at the request of a port commission, make and 
enter into agreements with port districts and adjacent jurisdictions or agencies of the districts, 
for the purpose of managing short heavy haul industrial corridors within port district property 
for the movement of overweight sealed containers used in international trade.   

Currently, DOT must designate the portion of State Route 97 from the Canadian border to 
milepost 331.22 as a heavy haul industrial corridor for the movement of overweight vehicles 
to and from the Oroville railhead.

Additionally, DOT may issue special permits to vehicles operating in the heavy haul 
industrial corridor to carry weight in excess of weight limits established in law, but not to 
exceed a gross vehicle weight of 137,788 pounds.  

Summary of Bill:  DOT must designate the portion of State Route 97 from the Canadian 
border to milepost 331.12 as a heavy haul industrial corridor for the movement of overweight 
vehicles to and from the Oroville railhead.  
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Further, DOT may issue special permits to vehicles operating in the heavy haul industrial 
corridor to carry weight in excess of weight limits established in current law, but the weight 
carried may not exceed a gross vehicle weight of 139,994 pounds.  

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  OTHER:  Washington State Department of 
Transportation issues special permits for vehicles operating in the heavy haul industrial 
corridor, which carry weight in excess of limits established in current Washington State law 
but less than 139,994 pounds.  

Persons Testifying:  OTHER:  James Wright, DOT.
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