
SENATE BILL REPORT
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As Reported by Senate Committee On:
Labor, Commerce & Consumer Protection, February 21, 2011

Title:  An act relating to the sale of beer by beer and/or wine specialty shop licensees.

Brief Description:  Concerning the sale of beer by beer and/or wine specialty shop licensees.

Sponsors:  Senators Hobbs, Kline, Fain, Honeyford, Kohl-Welles and Hewitt.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Labor, Commerce & Consumer Protection:  2/17/11, 2/21/11 [DP].

SENATE COMMITTEE ON LABOR, COMMERCE & CONSUMER PROTECTION

Majority Report:  Do pass.
Signed by Senators Kohl-Welles, Chair; Conway, Vice Chair; Holmquist Newbry, 

Ranking Minority Member; King, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Hewitt, Keiser and 
Kline.

Staff:  Edith Rice (786-7444)

Background:  A beer and/or wine specialty shop license permits the licensee to sell beer, 
strong beer, and/or wine at retail in bottles, cans, and original containers for off-premises 
consumption.  Licensees can get an endorsement from the Liquor Control Board to permit 
them to sell malt liquor in kegs or other containers capable of holding four gallons or more. 

Summary of Bill:  If approved by the board, a specialty shop licensee can receive an 
endorsement to sell beer to a purchaser who brings their own container or is provided one by 
the licensee.  The container is filled at the tap at the time of sale.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  Small businesses and breweries should be 
supported.  Specialty licensees want to be able to do growlers because many local 
microbreweries don't bottle their product.  It is only available in draft.  Growlers are 
recyclable.

CON:  We have suggestions for amending this bill.

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Senator Hobbs, prime sponsor;  Shane McDaniels, Norm's 
Market; Craig Adamowski, 99 Bottles; Jeff Bert, Gravity Beer.

CON:  Rick Garza, Liquor Control Board.
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