
SENATE BILL REPORT
SHB 1250

As of March 16, 2021

Title:  An act relating to designating Washington a purple heart state.

Brief Description:  Designating Washington a purple heart state.

Sponsors:  House Committee on State Government & Tribal Relations (originally sponsored by 
Representatives Orcutt, Ryu, Boehnke, Dufault and Riccelli).

Brief History: Passed House: 3/9/21, 96-0.
Committee Activity:  State Government & Elections: 3/17/21.

Brief Summary of Bill

Designates Washington as a Purple Heart State that honors people who 
have received the Purple Heart award.

•

Authorizes various agencies to erect signs recognizing Washington is a 
Purple Heart State and to accept gifts or donations to assist efforts related 
to Washington being a Purple Heart State.

•

Creates three accounts in the custody of the state treasurer where the 
gifts and donations received by the specified agencies must be deposited.

•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT & ELECTIONS

Staff: Melissa Van Gorkom (786-7491)

Background:  The Purple Heart award is a medal presented to members of the Armed 
Forces who have been wounded or killed as the result of enemy action while serving in the 
United States military.  
  
Washington celebrates August 7th as Purple Heart Recipient Recognition Day and offers a 
distinctive license plate for Purple Heart recipients.   Interstate 5 from the Canadian border 
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to the Oregon State line is named the Purple Heart Trail.  The Purple Heart Trail, designated 
by signs placed along the trail, is a system of roads, highways, bridges, and other 
monuments that honors those who have received the Purple Heart award.  Washington also 
has multiple counties and cities that have Purple Heart designations. 

Summary of Bill:  Washington is designated a Purple Heart State that honors people who 
have received the Purple Heart award.  
  
The Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) and state military agencies are authorized to 
erect signs recognizing Washington is a Purple Heart State.  The Department of 
Transportation (DOT) is authorized to erect signs as part of the transportation system 
recognizing Washington is a Purple Heart State, especially at entry points to the state. 
  
The DVA Purple Heart State Account, the Military Department Purple Heart State Account, 
and the DOT Purple Heart State Account are each created as nonappropriated accounts in 
the custody of the state treasurer.  The DVA, state military agencies, and DOT are 
authorized to accept gifts or donations to assist efforts related to Washington being a Purple 
Heart State which must be deposited into their respective accounts.  The director or 
secretary of each agency, or their designee, may authorize expenditures from the account to 
erect signs.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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