
SENATE BILL REPORT
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As of March 22, 2021

Title:  An act relating to promoting student access to information about behavioral health 
resources.

Brief Description:  Promoting student access to information about behavioral health resources.

Sponsors:  House Committee on Education (originally sponsored by Representatives Callan, 
Steele, Ortiz-Self, Dolan, Johnson, J., Slatter, Bergquist, Leavitt, Davis, Fey, Simmons, 
Berry, Thai, Wicks, Ryu, Kloba, Chambers, Berg, Wylie, Santos, Paul, Ormsby, Ramel, 
Macri, Pollet, Morgan and Harris-Talley).

Brief History: Passed House: 2/25/21, 93-5.
Committee Activity:  Early Learning & K-12 Education: 3/22/21.

Brief Summary of Bill

Requires public schools to publish on their website home pages the 
contact information for organizations specializing in suicide prevention 
or crisis intervention; depression, anxiety, or counseling; eating 
disorders; and substance abuse.

•

Directs public schools to post this behavioral health information on 
school district social media websites at least quarterly. 

•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON EARLY LEARNING & K-12 EDUCATION

Staff: Ailey Kato (786-7434)

Background:  State law defines behavioral health services as mental health and substance 
use disorder treatment services. 
 
Regional school safety centers within educational service districts provide behavioral health 
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SHB 1373- 1 -Senate Bill Report



coordination that includes:
providing support for school district development and implementation of plans for 
recognition, initial screening, and response to emotional or behavioral distress in 
students; 

•

supporting suicide prevention training; •
facilitating partnerships and coordination to increase student and family access to 
behavioral health services and supports;

•

assisting with building capacity to identify and support students in need of behavioral 
health care services and to link students and families with community-based 
behavioral health care services;

•

identifying, sharing, and integrating, to the extent practicable, behavioral and physical 
health care service delivery models;

•

providing medicaid billing related training, technical assistance, and coordination; 
and

•

providing guidance on best practices in response to the suicide or attempted suicide of 
a student.

•

 
Within existing resources, public schools that issue identification cards must have the 
following printed on the cards:

the contact information for a national suicide prevention organization; and •
the contact information for one or more campus, local, state, or national organizations 
specializing in suicide prevention, crisis intervention, or counseling if available. 

•

 
The Children and Youth Behavioral Health Work Group convenes an advisory group 
focused on school-based behavioral health and suicide prevention.  The advisory group 
advises the full work group on creating and maintaining an integrated system of care 
through a tiered support framework for K-12 schools and behavioral health care systems 
that can:

rapidly identify students in need of care and effectively link these students to 
appropriate services,

•

provide age-appropriate education on behavioral health and other universal supports 
for social-emotional wellness for all students, and

•

improve both education and behavioral health outcomes for students.•

Summary of Bill:  Within existing resources, every public school that maintains a website 
must publish on the home page the website address and phone number for one or more of 
the following organizations:

national suicide prevention organizations;•
local, state, or national national organizations specializing in suicide prevention or 
crisis intervention;

•

local, state, or national organizations specializing in depression, anxiety, or 
counseling;

•

local, state, or national organizations specializing in eating disorders;•
local, state, or national organizations specializing in substance abuse.•
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In complying with these requirements, public schools must post information on school 
district social media websites to notify students, families, and the public of the available 
behavioral health resources.  The required postings must occur multiple times each year and 
no less than quarterly.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  The Legislative Youth Advisory Council has 
worked this bill, and it is necessary and urgent.  This bill will help destigmatize behavioral 
health needs and recognize that many people need support and services.  Washington State 
is in a behavioral crisis for youth, and this crisis was part of the Governor's recent 
emergency order to get students back to in-person learning.  COVID-19 has placed extra 
stress and additional loneliness on students.  Students are struggling academically and 
socially.  This bill will give everyone better access to a variety of resources that can help 
save lives. 

Persons Testifying:  PRO: Representative Lisa Callan, Prime Sponsor; Crosby Ostercamp, 
Washington State School Directors' Association; Kellen Hoard, Legislative Youth Advisory 
Council; Seth Dawson, Washington Association for Substance Abuse and Violence 
Prevention.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  No one.

SHB 1373- 3 -Senate Bill Report


