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Brief Description:  Clarifying school district procurement requirements for service contracts for 
construction management, value engineering, constructibility review, and building 
commissioning.

Sponsors:  Senators Wellman, Honeyford, Mullet and Wilson, C..

Senate Committee on Early Learning & K-12 Education
House Committee on Capital Budget

Background:  School District Bid Requirements.  When the estimated cost of furniture, 
supplies, equipment, building, improvements, repairs, or other work or purchase exceeds a 
certain threshold, a school district must follow a public notification and bidding process.  
The contract for the work or purchase must be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder 
after considering the following:

the ability, capacity, and skill of the bidder to perform the contract;•
the character, integrity, reputation, judgment, experience, and efficiency of the 
bidder;

•

whether the bidder can perform the contract within the timeframe required;•
the quality of performance from previous contracts;•
the bidder's past compliance with state law regarding contracts and with state wage 
payment laws; and

•

other relevant information.•
 
Responsible Bidder Criteria.  A contractor bidding on a public works project must meet 
certain responsible bidder criteria, to be awarded a public works contract.  To be a 
responsible bidder, the bidder must:

be a registered contractor;•
have a current Unified Business Identifier number;•
have applicable industrial insurance coverage, an Employment Security Department •

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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number, and a state excise tax registration number;
not be disqualified from bidding due to previous non-compliance with registration or 
prevailing wage requirements; and

•

not have been found out of compliance with certain apprenticeship requirements if the 
project is subject to apprenticeship utilization requirements.

•

Summary:  The list of school district purchases that require public notification and bidding 
is modified to include construction work by a contractor who meets the public works 
responsible bidder criteria, where previously it included other work, generally.
 
Construction work does not include construction management services, value engineering, 
constructability review, building commissioning, and other construction-related 
professional and personal services.  Beginning January 1, 2023, these enumerated services 
outside the definition of construction work are subject to the following requirements:

requests for proposals or qualifications, advertisements, bids, or calls for bids for such 
services must include the standard clauses required by the Office of Minority and 
Women's Business Enterprises;

•

requests for proposals or qualifications, advertisements, bids, or calls for bids for such 
services are subject to the alternative public works procurement requirements or 
architectural and engineering service contract requirements, as applicable to the 
method of delivery; and

•

school districts may use interlocal agreements to procure such services only if the 
agreements are executed following a competitive, qualification-based procurement 
process pursuant to the alternative public works procurement requirements or 
architectural and engineering service contract requirements.

•

Votes on Final Passage:

2021 Regular Session

Senate 47 0  

2022 Regular Session

Senate 28 20  

House 96 2  

 

Votes on Veto Override: 

2023 Regular Session

Senate 47 1  

House 98 0  

Effective: July 23, 2023
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