
WAC 180-51-050  High school credit—Definition.  As used in this 
chapter the term "high school credit" shall mean:

(1) Grades nine through twelve or the equivalent of a four-year 
high school program, or as otherwise provided in RCW 28A.230.090(4):

(a) Successful completion, as defined by written district policy, 
of courses taught to the state's learning standards. If there are no 
state-adopted learning standards for a subject, the local governing 
board, or its designee, shall determine learning standards for the 
successful completion of that subject; or

(b) Satisfactory demonstration by a student of proficiency/compe-
tency, as defined by written district policy, of the state's learning 
standards.

(2) College and university course work. At the college or univer-
sity level, five quarter or three semester hours shall equal one high 
school credit: Provided, that for the purpose of this subsection, 
"college and university course work" means course work that generally 
is designated 100 level or above by the college or university.

(3) Community/technical college high school completion program - 
Diploma awarded by community/technical colleges. Five quarter or three 
semester hours of community/technical college high school completion 
course work shall equal one high school credit: Provided, that for 
purposes of awarding equivalency credit under this subsection, college 
and university high school completion course work includes course work 
that is designated below the 100 level by the college and the course 
work is developmental education at grade levels nine through twelve or 
the equivalent of a four-year high school program. (See also WAC 
180-51-053)

(4) Community/technical college high school completion program - 
Diploma awarded by school district. A minimum of one-half and a maxi-
mum of one high school credit may be awarded for every five quarter or 
three semester hours of community/technical college high school com-
pletion course work: Provided, that for purposes of awarding equiva-
lency credit under this subsection, college and university high school 
completion course work includes course work that is designated below 
the 100 level by the college and the course work is developmental edu-
cation at grade levels nine through twelve or the equivalent of a 
four-year high school program. (See also WAC 180-51-053)

(5) Each high school district board of directors shall adopt a 
written policy for determining the awarding of equivalency credit au-
thorized under subsection (4) of this section. The policy shall apply 
uniformly to all high schools in the district.

(6) Each high school district board of directors shall adopt a 
written policy regarding the recognition and acceptance of earned 
credits. The policy shall apply to all high schools in the district. 
The policy may include reliance on the professional judgment of the 
building principal or designee in determining whether or not a credit 
meets the district's standards for recognition and acceptance of a 
credit. The policy shall include an appeal procedure to the district 
if it includes reliance on the professional judgment of the building 
principal or designee.

(7) A student must first obtain a written release from their 
school district to enroll in a high school completion program under 
subsection (3) of this section if the student has not reached age 
eighteen or whose class has not graduated.
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[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.230.090. WSR 20-01-101, § 180-51-050, 
filed 12/13/19, effective 1/13/20; WSR 12-03-052, § 180-51-050, filed 
1/11/12, effective 2/11/12. Statutory Authority: Chapter 28A.230 RCW. 
WSR 05-19-105, § 180-51-050, filed 9/20/05, effective 10/21/05. Statu-
tory Authority: Chapter 28A.230 RCW and RCW 28B.50.915. WSR 04-20-093, 
§ 180-51-050, filed 10/5/04, effective 11/5/04. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 28A.150.220(4), 28A.305.140, and 28A.305.130(6). WSR 04-04-093, § 
180-51-050, filed 2/3/04, effective 3/5/04. Statutory Authority: RCW 
28A.230.090. WSR 00-23-032, § 180-51-050, filed 11/8/00, effective 
12/9/00; WSR 99-10-093, § 180-51-050, filed 5/4/99, effective 6/4/99. 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.230.090 and 28A.305.130. WSR 97-08-020, § 
180-51-050, filed 3/25/97, effective 4/25/97; WSR 96-09-027, § 
180-51-050, filed 4/9/96, effective 5/10/96. Statutory Authority: RCW 
28A.230.090, 28A.305.130 and 1994 c 222. WSR 95-16-063, § 180-51-050, 
filed 7/27/95, effective 8/27/95. Statutory Authority: RCW 
28A.230.090(1) and 28A.305.130 (8) and (9). WSR 94-13-017, § 
180-51-050, filed 6/3/94, effective 7/4/94. Statutory Authority: RCW 
28A.230.090. WSR 94-03-100 (Order 1-94), § 180-51-050, filed 1/19/94, 
effective 9/1/94. Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.05.060. WSR 85-12-041 
(Order 12-85), § 180-51-050, filed 6/5/85. Statutory Authority: Chap-
ter 28A.05 RCW. WSR 84-11-049 (Order 7-84), § 180-51-050, filed 
5/17/84.]
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