
WAC 51-52-0501  Section 501—General.
501.3.1 Location of exhaust outlets. The termination point of exhaust 
outlets and ducts discharging to the outdoors shall be located with 
the following minimum distances:

1. For ducts conveying explosive or flammable vapors, fumes or 
dusts: 30 feet (9144 mm) from the property line; 10 feet (3048 mm) 
from operable openings into the building; 6 feet (1829 mm) from exte-
rior walls and roofs; 30 feet (9144 mm) from combustible walls and op-
erable openings into the building which are in the direction of the 
exhaust discharge; 10 feet (3048 mm) above adjoining grade.

2. For other product-conveying outlets: 10 feet (3048 mm) from 
property lines; 3 feet (914 mm) from exterior walls and roofs; 10 feet 
(3048 mm) from operable openings into the building; 10 feet (3048 mm) 
above adjoining grade.

3. For environmental air exhaust other than enclosed parking ga-
rage and transformer vault exhaust: 3 feet (914 mm) from property 
lines, 3 feet (914 mm) from operable openings into buildings for all 
occupancies other that Group U, and 10 feet (3048 mm) from mechanical 
air intakes. Such exhaust shall not be considered hazardous or noxi-
ous. Separation is not required between intake air openings and living 
space exhaust air openings of an individual dwelling unit or sleeping 
unit where an approved factory-built intake/exhaust combination termi-
nation fitting is used to separate the air streams in accordance with 
the manufacturer's instructions.
EXCEPTIONS: 1. The separation between an air intake and exhaust outlet on a single listed package HVAC unit.
 2. Exhaust from environmental air systems other than garages may be discharged into an open parking garage.
 3. Except for Group I occupancies, where ventilation system design circumstances require building HVAC air to be relieved, such as 

during economizer operation, such air may be relieved into an open or enclosed parking garage within the same building.

4. Exhaust outlets serving structures in flood hazard areas shall 
be installed at or above the elevation required by Section 1612 of the 
International Building Code for utilities and attendant equipment.

5. For enclosed parking garage exhaust system outlets and trans-
former vault exhaust system outlets: 10 feet (3048 mm) from property 
lines which separate one lot from another; 10 feet (3048 mm) from op-
erable openings into buildings; 3 feet (914 mm) horizontally from, 10 
feet above, or 10 feet below adjoining finished walkways.

6. For transformer vault exhaust system outlets, subject to the 
requirements of NFPA 70 Section 450.45: Ten feet (3048 mm) from fire 
escapes, required means of egress at the exterior of the building, el-
ements of exit discharge, exterior combustible materials, and openings 
that are not protected in accordance with Section 705.8 of the Inter
national Building Code; 10 feet (3048 mm) from property lines which 
separate one lot from another; 10 feet (3048 mm) from operable open-
ings into buildings; 10 feet (3048 mm) above walkways.

7. For elevator machinery rooms in enclosed or open parking ga-
rages: Exhaust outlets may discharge air directly into the parking ga-
rage.

8. For specific systems see the following sections:
8.1. Clothes dryer exhaust, Section 504.4.
8.2. Kitchen hoods and other kitchen exhaust equipment, Sections 

506.3.13, 506.4 and 506.5.
8.3. Dust stock and refuse conveying systems, Section 511.2.
8.4. Subslab soil exhaust systems, Section 512.4.
8.5. Smoke control systems, Section 513.10.3.
8.6. Refrigerant discharge, Section 1105.7.
8.7. Machinery room discharge, Section 1105.6.1.
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501.4 Pressure equalization. Mechanical exhaust systems shall be sized 
to remove the quantity of air required by this chapter to be exhaus-
ted. The system shall operate when air is required to be exhausted. 
Where mechanical exhaust is required in a room or space, such space 
shall be maintained with a neutral or negative pressure. If a greater 
quantity of air is supplied by a mechanical ventilating supply system 
than is removed by a mechanical exhaust for a room, adequate means 
shall be provided for the natural or mechanical exhaust of the excess 
air supplied. If only a mechanical exhaust system is installed for a 
room or if a greater quantity of air is removed by a mechanical ex-
haust system than is supplied by a mechanical ventilating supply sys-
tem for a room, adequate makeup air consisting of supply air, transfer 
air or outdoor air shall be provided to satisfy the deficiency. The 
calculated building infiltration rate shall not be used to satisfy the 
requirements of this section.
EXCEPTION: Intermittent kitchen exhaust, intermittent domestic dryer exhaust, and intermittent local exhaust systems in R-3 occupancies and 

dwelling units in R-2 occupancies are excluded from the pressure equalization requirement unless required by Section 504 or Section 
505.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 19.27.031 and 19.27.074. WSR 23-23-105, § 
51-52-0501, filed 11/15/23, effective 3/16/24; WSR 23-02-055, 
23-12-106, and 23-20-025, § 51-52-0501, filed 1/3/23, 6/7/23, and 
9/25/23, effective 3/15/24; WSR 20-03-041, § 51-52-0501, filed 1/8/20, 
effective 7/1/20. Statutory Authority: RCW 19.27.031, 19.27.074 and 
chapters 19.27 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 13-04-053, § 51-52-0501, filed 
2/1/13, effective 7/1/13. Statutory Authority: RCW 19.27.190, 
19.27.074, 19.27.031 and chapters 19.27 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 10-03-099, 
§ 51-52-0501, filed 1/20/10, effective 7/1/10. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 19.27.190, 19.27.020, and chapters 19.27 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 
07-01-092, § 51-52-0501, filed 12/19/06, effective 7/1/07. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 19.27.020, 19.27.031, 19.27.074 and chapters 19.27 and 
34.05 RCW. WSR 05-01-015, § 51-52-0501, filed 12/2/04, effective 
7/1/05.]
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