
WAC 173-304-405  General facility requirements.  (1) Applicabili-
ty. All applicable solid waste handling facilities shall meet the re-
quirements of this section.

(2) Plan of operation. Each owner or operator shall develop, keep 
and abide by a plan of operation approved as part of the permitting 
process in WAC 173-304-600. The plan shall describe the facilities' 
operation and shall convey to site operating personnel the concept of 
operation intended by the designer. The plan of operation shall be 
available for inspection at the request of the jurisdictional health 
officer. The facility must be operated in accordance with the plan or 
the plan must be so modified with the approval of the jurisdictional 
health department. Owners or operators of drop boxes may develop a ge-
neric plan of operation applicable to all such drop boxes, owned or 
operated.

Each plan of operation shall include:
(a) How solid wastes are to be handled on-site during its active 

life;
(b) How inspections and monitoring are conducted and their fre-

quency;
(c) Actions to take if there is a fire or explosion;
(d) Actions to take if leaks are detected;
(e) Corrective action programs to take if groundwater is contami-

nated;
(f) Actions to take for other releases (e.g. failure of run-off 

containment system);
(g) How equipment such as leachate collection and gas collection 

equipment are to be maintained;
(h) A safety plan or procedure; and
(i) Other such details as required by the jurisdictional health 

department.
(3) Recordkeeping. Each owner or operator shall maintain daily 

operating records on the weights (or volumes), number of vehicles en-
tering and, if available, the types of wastes received. Major devia-
tions from the plan of operation shall also be noted on the operating 
record.

(4) Reporting. Each owner or operator shall prepare and submit a 
copy of an annual report to the jurisdictional health department and 
the department by March 1 of each year. The annual report shall cover 
facility activities during the previous year and must include the fol-
lowing information:

(a) Name and address of the facility;
(b) Calendar year covered by the report;
(c) Annual quantity, in tons, or volume, in cubic yards, and es-

timated in-place density in pounds per cubic yard of solid waste han-
dled, by type of solid waste if available, for each type of treatment, 
storage, or disposal facility, including applicable recycling facili-
ties; and

(d) Results of groundwater monitoring required in WAC 
173-304-490.

(5) Inspections. The owner or operator shall inspect the facility 
to prevent malfunctions and deterioration, operator errors and dis-
charges which may cause or lead to the release of wastes to the envi-
ronment or a threat to human health. The owner or operator must con-
duct these inspections often enough to identify problems in time to 
correct them before they harm human health or the environment. The 
owner or operator shall keep an inspection log or summary including at 
least the date and time of inspection, the printed name and the hand-
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written signature of the inspector, a notation of observations made 
and the date and nature of any repairs or corrective action. The log 
or summary must be kept at the facility or other convenient location 
if permanent office facilities are not on-site, for at least three 
years from the date of inspection. Inspection records shall be availa-
ble to the jurisdictional health department upon request.

(6) Recording with county auditor. Maps and a statement of fact 
concerning the location of the disposal site shall be recorded as part 
of the deed with the county auditor not later than three months after 
closure. Records and plans specifying solid waste amounts, location 
and periods of operation shall be submitted to the local zoning au-
thority or the authority with jurisdiction over land use and be made 
available for inspection.

(7) State and local requirements. All solid waste disposal fa-
cilities shall comply with all state and local requirements such as 
zoning land use, fire protection, water pollution prevention, air pol-
lution prevention, nuisance and aesthetics.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 70.95.215. WSR 88-20-066 (Order 88-28), § 
173-304-405, filed 10/4/88. Statutory Authority: Chapter 43.21A RCW. 
WSR 85-22-013 (Order 85-18), § 173-304-405, filed 10/28/85.]
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