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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Revising the statute of limitations for negotiable instruments.

Sponsors: Senator Smith.

Senate Committee on Financial Institutions & Housing
House Committee on Law & Justice

Background: Article 3 of the state Uniform Commercial Code (UCC) contains the
provisions governing negotiable instruments. In general terms, a negotiable instrument is
an unconditional promise or order to pay a fixed amount of money, such as a promissory
note or a personal check, with or without interest or other charges.

Prior to 1993, Article 3 of the state UCC did not contain a specific statute of limitations, so
the state limitation of actions statute was relied upon to determine statutory periods with
regard to negotiable instruments. This provides that an action on a contract in writing, or
liability express or implied arising out of a written agreement, must be commenced within
six years.

In the last few years, the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws
completed revisions to the UCC Articles, and its recommendations were adopted by
Washington in 1993. Among the changes incorporated into the state UCC was a statute of
limitations for negotiable instruments. For example, legal action to enforce the obligation
of a party to pay a note payable at a definite time must begin within six years after the due
date. Similarly, enforcement of an obligation to pay a certificate of deposit must begin
within six years after demand for payment is made.

However, an action to enforce the obligation of a party to pay an unaccepted draft, such as
a personal check, must be commenced within three years after dishonor of the draft or ten
years after the date of the draft, whichever period expires first.

It is suggested that the statute of limitations for unaccepted drafts be extended to allow for
a longer period within which to bring an enforcement action.

Summary: The statute of limitations for enforcing the obligation of a party to pay an
unaccepted draft is extended to six years after the dishonor of the draft or ten years after the
date of the draft, whichever period expires first.

Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 49 0
House 95 0
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