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Brief Description: Providing for veterans’ preferences.

Sponsors: Senators Winsley, Haugen, Rasmussen and Oke.

Senate Committee on Labor, Commerce & Trade
House Committee on Government Operations

Background: Veterans receive specific preferences on competitive examinations for public
employment. The preference must be claimed within eight years. Veterans also receive
other benefits such as license and property tax benefits, military credit for retirement
systems, potential tuition exemptions at state universities and preference in purchasing state
property. Counties levy a tax to create the veterans’ assistance fund, used for aiding indigent
veterans and their families. A county may be required to pay for the burial of indigent
veterans.

The definition of veteran includes an individual who has received an honorable discharge or
a discharge for physical reasons with an honorable record, and who served in World Wars
I or II, the Korean conflict, the Vietnam era or any other declared war.

Summary: The definition of veteran is expanded. The definition of the Vietnam era is
clarified. The Persian Gulf War and its respective dates are added as a period of war.
Other recent armed conflicts are added. The period of time which an individual must have
served active military duty in order to qualify for veteran preference on competitive
examinations for public employment is added.

The veteran participating in competitive examinations for public employment must receive
a veteran’s preference, and must receive a passing grade on the examination in order to
receive the preference. Further clarification is given as to when the preference is applied,
and what percentage is applied.

A veteran’s preference must be claimed within ten years of the individual’s release from
active military service, instead of eight years.

Technical changes and clarifications to language are made.

Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 48 0
House 93 0
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