
HOUSERESOLUTIONNO.96-4707 ,byRepresentativesBacklund,Pelesky,L.Thomas,Hatfield,Robertson,Thompson,Dyer
andB.Thomas

WHEREAS,It is thepolicyofthe WashingtonStateLegislaturetorecognizeexcellencein all fieldsofendeavor;and
WHEREAS,AbrahamLincoln,thesixteenthPresidentofthesegreatUnitedStates,throughhisselflessserviceandsacrifice

tothis greatcountrydemonstratedtheveryhighestlevelofexcellencein allmatters,publicandprivate;and
WHEREAS,AbrahamLincoln’sconduct,actions,anddecisionswerefaithfullygovernedbyanunerringandunwavering

devotiontoabsolutepersonalandpublicintegrity,acquiringthedeservingnickname"HonestAbe";and
WHEREAS,AbrahamLincolnunequivocallyexemplifiedthat freedomis therichestfountainofunlimitedopportunityand

limitlessachievement,wherefromhumblebeginnings,beingraisedina logcabinandlearningthevaluesandrewardsofhard workas
ayoungmansplittingrails,helaterachievedgreatstaturefromhisselflesspublicservicecontributionsasamemberofthe IllinoisState
Legislature,asamemberofthe benchin theEighthCircuit,asamemberofthe UnitedStatesCongress,andlaterasthe Presidentof
thesegreatUnitedStatesofAmerica;and

WHEREAS,AbrahamLincoln,asPresidentof thesegreatUnitedStates,wasreverentlyguidedbyandunderstoodthatefforts
andachievementsofmenandnationsareonlypossiblebecauseofthegrace andhandofprovidence,illustratedbyhis annual
ProclamationsofNationalPrayerDay,whichhumblythankedthewillofGodfor ournation’sblessings,andbyhisownwordsinscribed
onhismemorialin ournation’scapitol"Thatthisnation,underGod,shallhavea newbirthoffreedom,andthat governmentofthe
people,bythe people,for thepeople,shallnotperishfromtheearth";and

WHEREAS,AbrahamLincolndemonstratedunimpeachableleadershipandmoralcouragewhereinin1862forthegreatergood
ofhumanityheissuedthefamousEmancipationProclamationAct,adoptedbytheUnitedStatesCongresslaterthatyear,whichensured
theopportunitiesoffreedomfor allpersonswithoutregardtorace orcolor;and

WHEREAS,AbrahamLincoln,asPresidentofthesegreatUnitedStatesofAmericaafteronlyonemonth,resolutelyledour
nationthroughthestruggleofthe CivilWar,whichalthoughtakinga greattoll inhumanlossandsufferingilluminatedasa shining
examplethatthefoundationsofa nationbuiltuponjusticeandfreedomwill endureandvanquishanystormuntarnishedandvital for
posterity;and

WHEREAS,AbrahamLincoln,withthecruelprecisionofanassassin’sbullet,sufferedanuntimelydeathjustfivedaysafter
bringingtheCivilWartoaclose,tragicallyendingalifewhichwascommittedtoselflesspublicserviceandthenoblestcausesofjustice,
freedom,andlibertyfor allpersonswhichenuredinnumerablebenefitstothesegreatUnitedStates;

NOW,THEREFORE,BEITRESOLVED,ThattheHouseofRepresentativeshonorAbrahamLincoln,thesixteenthPresident
ofthesegreatUnitedStates.

Iherebycertifythistobea true andcorrectcopyof
Resolution4707adoptedbythe HouseofRepresentatives

February19,1996.

________________________________
TimothyA.Martin,ChiefClerk


