
HOUSERESOLUTIONNO.96-4723 ,byRepresentativesBrown,Grant,Kessler,Romero,Conway,Chappell,Scheuerman,Patterson,Cole,Cody,
Murray,Mason,Jacobsen,Keiser,Wolfe,Veloria,Tokuda,Chopp,Quall,Scott,H.Sommers,Ogden,Costa,Rust,Valle,Regala,Dickerson,Appelwick,Hatfield,
Robertson,Linville,Campbell,Dyer,B.ThomasandChandler

WHEREAS,Thestalwartandsteadfastmettleofthe Americanworkerhasmadeournationanextraordinarymodelfortheworldtofollow; and
WHEREAS,Theverynotionofthe workplaceasatimeandsettingforcooperationandespritdecorpsis asuniquelyAmericanasthe stirring

wordsofTheStar-SpangledBanner;and
WHEREAS,InourownstateofWashington,theheritageofforthrightlabor-managementcooperationinthedevelopmentofour ports,industries,

andfarmshasbeeninstrumentalin cultivatingandsustainingthetreasuredlifestylewe enjoytoday;and
WHEREAS,Evenasourbounteousandbeautifulnaturalresourcesenticevisitorsfromfarandwide,sothe EvergreenState’sreformativenand

forward-thinkingpoliciesconcerningtheultimatelysymbioticrelationshipoflaborandbusinesshavebeenaharbingerforothergovernmentsfarandwide;and
WHEREAS,In1891, in theveryfirst sessionofthe WashingtonStateLegislature,LaborDaywasestablishedasa legalholiday;and
WHEREAS,GordonRicestartedthestate’sfirstweeklynewspaperforworkingpeoplein1894;C.B.Kegley,thePresident-electoftheWashington

StateGrangein1904spokeupatthat year’sstateGrangeconventionforcooperationwithworkingpeoples’organizationsinstrivingtowardbetterconditions
for farmsandfarmingpeople,andJohnE."DynamiteJack"Campbellbecamethefirsttrade-unionleaderelectedtothe WashingtonStateLegislaturein1906;
and

WHEREAS,In1911,WashingtonbecamethefirststateinthenationtopassaWorkers’CompensationActestablishingsecurityandprotection
for theworkingpeopleofour state;and

WHEREAS,In1912,ourstate,aheadofthe federalgovernment,establishedaneight-hourworkdayforwomenandminors,andin1914,Labor
CommissionerEdwardOlsenbeganstrictenforcementofthe munificentnewlaw;and

WHEREAS,A statelawin1943orderedequalpayforwomenhereinWashington,onceagainadvancingourstatetothefrontrankofanongoing
movementaccentuatingreason,justice,andfair-mindedness;and

WHEREAS,ThecontributionsofWashingtonmenandwomeninthe20thcenturyhavebeenintegraltothe nationintimesofwarthroughtheir
workin industrialconcernssuchasthe shipyardsandaerospacemanufacturing;and

WHEREAS,Thehistoricdiversityofthe Washingtonworkforcepositionsourstatetoprevailin its rightfulclaimfor strongtradeparticipation
in thecommunityofPacificRimnations;and

WHEREAS,Theopportunitytowork for a livingis in its ideala providencetrulyopenfor allandbiasedagainstnone;and
WHEREAS,Remarkablepersonagesthroughthe ageshavesubmittedtestimonytothe exaltedcaliberandsanctityofa citizen’schosen

professionalenterprise;and
WHEREAS,Ourownnationalpoet,MayaAngelou,aneminentandhard-workingAmericanherself,hasdefinedworkas: "Somethingmadegreater

byourselvesandin turnthatmakesusgreater";and
WHEREAS,TheLegislature,inalllikelihood,willnotbeassembledinsessiononMonday,September2,whenourgreatlandwillnextpayformal

tributetothe workingfamiliesofthe stateandnation;
NOW,THEREFORE,BEITRESOLVED,ThattheHouseofRepresentativessalutethecitizenswhosetrades,crafts,vocations,andprofessions

havebeenindispensabletothe enhancementofsociety;and
BEITFURTHERRESOLVED,Thatcopiesofthis Resolutionbeimmediatelytransmittedbythe ChiefClerkofthe HouseofRepresentativesto

theAssociationofWashingtonBusiness,tothe WashingtonStateLaborCouncil,andtoanyother individualorentity deemedanappropriaterecipient.

Iherebycertifythistobea true andcorrectcopyof
Resolution4723adoptedbythe HouseofRepresentatives

February19,1996.

________________________________
TimothyA.Martin,ChiefClerk


