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Expand incumbents authority/individual letters Public Hrg:1/22/97
Brief Title

Reps.Carlson/Ogden/Pennington St af fCont act :St eve Lundi n
Sponsor Comm. on Govt.Admin.

Phone:786-7127

BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

Restrictions exist on mailings that a legislator may make withpublic fundsduring the
12 months periodpreceding the lastday forcertifying election results forthe
legislator’s election tooffice. During this 12 monthsperiod, a legislator may mail one
identical newsletter toconstituents no later than30 daysafter thestart ofa regular
legislative session and one identical newsletter toconstituents no later than60 days
after theend ofa regular legislative session.

However,a legislator may usepublic fundstomailan individual letter toan individual
constituent who has contacted thelegislator concerning thesubject matterof the
letter duringhis or her currentterm of office or if the constituent holds a
governmental office withjurisdiction overthesubject matteroftheletter.

The legislative ethics boardconsists ofninemembers, two senators, two members
ofthehouseofrepresentatives, and five citizen members. Among other duties, the
legislative ethics boarddevelops educational materials andtraining on legislative ethics
forlegislators and legislative employees, issues advisory opinions, and investigates
complaints.

SUMMARY:SUMMARY:SUMMARY:

The authority ofa legislator isexpandedtousepublic fundstomailindividual letters
to individual constituents during the12 months period preceding the last day for
certifying election results forthelegislator’s election tooffice.

A legislator may use public fundstomailan individual letter toa constituent during
this period iftheconstituent has received an award orhonorforextraordinary civic
oracademicachievement, as defined by rule ofthelegislative ethics board.

FISCAL NOTE: Not requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournemnt ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.EFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:


