HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.HB 1038
Recording ofdocuments/office _ofcountyauditor Public Hrg:1/21/97
Brief Title
Reps.D. Schmidt/Scott St affCont act :St eve Lundi n
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.
Phone:786-7127
BACKGROUND:

Documentsrelating toreal property arefiled withcountyauditors. Considerable detail
isprovided instatute forecording and indexing thesedocuments.

SUMMARY:
A number ofchangesaremade totherecording ofdocumentswithcountyauditors.

The nature ofvarious recordings isaltered. The actual documentcanceling alawsuit
relating toreal property oracourt order canceling a mortgagediled  withthecounty
auditor, instead ofplacing notice ofthecancellation ofa matteinthemarginofa
related documentthawas previously  filed.

A countyauditor mustnotetherecord location number oftheoriginal lien, mortgage,
orother instrument inthecomment section oftheindexwvheneveran instrument of
release, oracknowledgmentofsatisfaction, isfiled relating totheincumbrance.

Therequirement ieliminated that countyauditors maintain separate booksorindices
forthefollowing typesoffiled documents(1)The locations ofnew state highway
lines; (2)iens filed by doctors, nurses, hospitals, orambulances; and (3federal tax
liens.

The location ofdocumentsfiled witha countyauditor may be referenced by the
countyauditor's  record location numberrather thanby thebookorvolumeofrecords
and page number.

lisclarified  thathecountyauditor may procure media—rather than books—for
recording various instruments.
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The term multiple transactions— isgdefined toclarify when separate feesarecharged
foreach separate transaction contained ina single instrument filed witha county
auditor.

It iclarified that inmany charter counties instruments arefiled withan official  other
thanthecountyauditor.

lisclarified thata real estate taxstamp affixed toan instrument conveyingeal
property constitutes evidence thateal estate excise taxeshave been paid.

A statement oftheprecise amount ofan oldrecording  feeisreplaced withgeneral
language aboutthe appropriate— recording fee.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill igassed.



