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Title: Allowing counties tooptoutofgrowthmanagement planning.Title:Title:
Brief Description :Allowsany county, atany time, tooptoutoftherequirements of
adopting comprehensive landuse plansand development regulations undertheGrowth
Management Act.

Sponsors: Representatives Koster, Smith,Boldt, Mulliken, McMorris, Sherstad, Dunn,Sponsors:Sponsors:
Thompson, Johnson,Mielke, Zellinsky, DeBolt, Pennington and Mastin

Hearing Date: January27, 1997Hearing Date:Hearing Date:

Background:Background:Background:

The Growth Management Act (GMA) establishes requirements forall counties and cities
inthestate, and imposesadditional requirements forcounties and cities thatare
required toplanunderall theGMA requirements. Allcounties and cities arerequired to
designate and protect critical areasand designate natural resource lands.Counties and
cities whicharerequired toplanunderall GMA requirementsmust,among otherthings,
adopta comprehensive planconsistent witha countywideplanning policy and adopt
development regulations consistent withits comprehensive plan.

A countyisrequired toplanunderall GMA requirementsif thecountymeets either of
two setsofpopulation and ten-year growthcriteria, as determined by theOffice of
Financial Management (OFM):

• The countyhas a population of50,000 ormore and thecounty’s population
increased by atleast 17 percent inthepast10 years.Legislation enactedin
1995 increased theminimum 10-year rate ofgrowthfrom10 to17 percent and
applied this changeprospectively.

• The countyhas a population ofless than50,000 and thecounty’s population
increased by atleast 20 percent inthepast10 years.

Inaddition, a countynotcoveredby thesecriteria may adopta resolution bringing the
countyundertheplanning requirements. A city follows theleadofthecountyinwhich
it islocated.
A one-time window allows some counties to optout–oftheGMA requirements. For
counties witha population ofless than50,000 whichwere initially required toplan
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underall GMA requirements, thecountylegislative authority had until December 31,
1990 toremove thecountyand cities inthecountyfromtherequirements. Counties
witha population of50,000 orless whicharelater foundby OFM tomeet therequisite
10-year growthfactor have 60 daysfromthedateOFM certifies thatit meets the
criteria tooptout.SkamaniaCountyexercised this option in1995 and optednotto
planunderall GMA requirements.

Summary ofBill:Summary ofBill:Summary ofBill:

Two methods areestablished forany county, atany time, toremove thecountyand
thecities within thecountyfromtherequirements ofadopting comprehensive landuse
plansand development regulations undertheGMA.

• The countylegislative authority may optout–by adopting a resolution.

• The countyvoters may optoutby passing a ballot proposition submitted by the
countylegislative authority tothevoters.

The removalshall takeeffect when theresolution ornotice ofpassageofa ballot
resolution isfiled withtheDepartmentofCommunity,Trade, and Economic
Development.

The provisions shall notbe construed as affecting any existing right acquired orliability
orobligation incurred.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: The bill has an emergencyclause and takeseffect immediately.Effective Date:Effective Date:
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