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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

A number ofdifferent typesofartificial entities may be created inthis state, including
for-profit corporations and non-profit corporations. Paperstocreate or incorporate
theseartificial entities arefiled withthesecretary ofstate’s office. A foreign, orout-
of-state, business entity transacting business inthis state must file an application with
thesecretary ofstate fora certificate ofauthority.

Each corporation doingbusiness inthestate must file thename and address of its
registered agentwiththesecretary ofstate.

Some typesofartificial entities areauthorized toreserve orregister a name foritself.

Many statutes relating todifferent typesofartificial entities thatmay be created in
this state include prohibitions on usinga name thatisnotdistinguishable from the
name ofanother artificial entity. Some ofthesestatutes include factors todetermine
ifnames are not distinguishable. Some of thesestatutes permitthe use of an
undistinguishable name undercertain limited circumstances.

SUMMARY:SUMMARY:SUMMARY:

Statutes relating tovarious typesofartificial entities areamended toprovide common
language relating totheuse ofa name, including a prohibition on usinga name that
isindistinguishable fromthename ofanother artificial entity, factors todetermine if
names arenotdistinguishable, reserving orregistering names,and theability touse
a name thatisnotdistinguishable from another name underlimited circumstances.
The provisions areverysimilar, but differ. Inseveral instances veryabbreviated
language isused inlieu ofverydetailed language.
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Thesenew provisions areinserted into theWashingtonBusiness Corporation Actand
statutes relating to non-profit corporations, mutual cooperatives, limited liability
partnerships, limited partnerships, and limited liability corporations.

FISCAL NOTE: Not requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.EFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:


