
HOUSE BILL ANALYSIS
HB 1363

Brief Description: Updating professional gambling definitions.

Sponsors: Representatives Delvin, McMorris and K. Schmidt; by request of the Gambling Commission

Hearing: February 5, 1997

BACKGROUND:

Professional gambling is gambling activity that is not authorized by law, either as to the form of gambling
or the manner in which the gambling activity is conducted. If a person participates or aids any form of
illegal gambling activity, exchanges money in agreement to share in gambling proceeds, or engages in
bookmaking, he or she engages in professional gambling activity. A person can be convicted of
professional gambling in the first, second or third degree.

A person is guilty of the crime of professional gambling in the first degree when he or she engages in
professional gambling and meets at least one of three additional elements. Those elements include
conspiring with at least five people to engage in illegal activity, personally accepting bets of more than
$5,000 in a month on activities like sporting events, and profiting from illegal card games or other illegal
gambling activity.

Professional gambling in the second degree involves similar activity. A person must engage in professional
gambling activity and conspire to do so with less than five people or accept wagers of more than $2,000 a
month.

SUMMARY OF BILL:

The definition of professional gambling is clarified to specifically include the activity of paying a fee to
participate in illegal card games or other gambling activity not authorized by law.

A person is guilty of professional gambling in the first degree if, along with engaging in professional
gambling, he or she works for an operation that accepts wagers over $5000 a month on future contingent
events such as sports games or other similar activities. If the amount accepted in wagers is more than
$2,000 a month, the person may be guilty of professional gambling in the second degree.

RULES AUTHORITY: The bill does not contain provisions addressing the rule-making powers of an
agency.
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FISCAL NOTE: Not requested.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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