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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

The State Constitution authorizes state voters powersofinitiative and referendum on
state legislation. Statutes implementthis authority and describe theappearance of
initiative and referendum petitions. Various crimes relating tothestate initiative and
referendum process areestablished instatute, including a class C felony and various
grossmisdemeanors.

Statevoters approvedInitiative Measure No. 276 in1972 establishing thePublic
Disclosure Act.Among other requirements, thePublic Disclosure Actrequires political
committees tofile periodic reports tothePublic Disclosure Commissiondetailing their
expenditures. The frequency ofreports thata political committeeisrequired tofile
increases astheelection approaches that isassociated withthepolitical committee’s
efforts. The Public Disclosure Act requires a political committeetokeep books of
accountscurrent and thatthebooks ofaccountsbe available forpublic inspection
during theeight days immediately prior totheelection associated withthepolitical
committee’s efforts.

SUMMARY:SUMMARY:SUMMARY:

Any personwho is paid to gathersignatures on stateinitiative or referendum
measuresmust file as a lobbyist withthePublic Disclosure Commissionand wear a
badgethatincludes hisorherphotoand clearly identifies thepersonas beinga paid
signature gatherer.

The definition of legislation– inthePublic Disclosure laws isexpandedto include
state initiative and referendum measuresand thedefinition of lobby– isexpanded
to include proposing or attempting to influence thepassageof a state initiative or
referendum measure.

FISCAL NOTE: Not requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.EFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:


