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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Increasing fiscal flexibility for institutions of higher education.

Sponsors: Representatives Mason, Carlson, Radcliff, Kenney, Cooper, Conway, Costa,
Sullivan, Wolfe, Scott, O’Brien and Wood.

House Committee on Higher Education
Senate Committee on Higher Education

Background: Public baccalaureate institutions and community colleges may waive all
or a portion of tuition and fees for students through approximately 35 different tuition
waiver programs. There is a statutory maximum on the amount of operating fee
revenue that each baccalaureate institution and the community colleges as a whole
may waive. The waiver cap ranges from a high of 35 percent for community colleges
to a low of 6 percent for The Evergreen State College. Statutory intent language
suggests that the Legislature will not reduce state support for institutions that do not
waive the entire amount of revenue permitted under the cap.

Most waiver programs are designed to help a student with particular circumstances.
For example, waivers are permitted for needy students, teaching and research
assistants working half-time or more, the children of deceased and disabled
firefighters and law enforcement officials, a stipulated number of international
students, and active duty military personnel, to name a few. Only one program gives
the institutions the flexibility to waive tuition and fees for students with no special
circumstances. Under this program, baccalaureate institutions may waive up to 1
percent of their operating fee revenue for any student, except on the basis of
intercollegiate athletics. Community colleges have the same authority, but their
revenue limit under this program is .075 percent of their operating fee revenue.

Summary: Each baccalaureate institution may use up to 2 percent of the institution’s
operating fee revenue to waive all or a portion of tuition and fees for any student,
except on the basis of intercollegiate athletics. This authority is subject to the existing
overall statutory waiver cap in effect for each baccalaureate institution.

Votes on Final Passage:

House 97 0
Senate 48 0
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