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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:
The Open Public Meetings Actrequires that all meetings ofthegoverning body ofany
public agencybe opentothepublic, withsome specified exceptions. A public agency
includes all state agencies, committeesand commissions, any county, city, school
district orother political subdivision ofthestate, oranysubagencyofa public agency.

The governing body of a public agency must informthepublic of the timeforall
regular meetings. A governing body ofa public agencymay holdspecial meetings in
addition toregular meetings, butmust complywithpublic notification requirements.
Emergencymeetings may be heldwithout notification, butonlyinsuchcaseswhere
fire, flood, or earthquake necessitates expedited action, or to dealwithsituations
where injury ordamage topersons orproperty arecertain orlikely.

Thereareseveral exceptions totheopen meetingrequirements. The governing body
ofa public agencymay meet inexecutive session toconsider certain issues, suchas
mattersof national security, discussion of the qualifications of jobapplicants or
candidates forappointment topublic office, and discussion of legal matters relating
toagencyenforcement. Inaddition, theOpen Public Meetings Act doesnotapplyto
proceedings involving issuance, revocation, ordenial ofcertain licenses, discussion
by a quasi-judicial body that impacts specific named parties andnotthegeneral public
or a classof people, mattersgovernedby the Administrative Procedure Act,and
collective bargaining discussions.

A schoolsite-council isa boardmade up of teachers, parents, and otherpersons
connectedto a schoolthatmay actas therepresentative of theschoolincertain
situations. A school site-council may be required toapprove a school’s application for
certain grants, suchasStudent Learning Improvement Grants, prior toits submission.

Cont.



HB 2071 -Page 2

SUMMARY:

Allschool site-councils aresubject totheOpen Public MeetingsAct. A school site-
council isthemulti-member boardthatactsas therepresentative body of persons
connectedto a school, ifany of itsactions areon behalf of theschoolor school
district board, including theapproval ofgrant applications.

FISCAL NOTE: Not requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.EFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:


