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PURPOSE:

Topermitgoodsamaritanstorequestanhumanimmunodeficiencyvirus(HIV)test incertain circumstancesand
receivetheresults.

BACKGROUND:

Exceptasauthorizedbylaw [RCW70.24.105],it isunlawfultodiscloseorbecompelledtodisclosetheidentityof
anypersonwhohasinvestigated,considered,orrequesteda test ortreatmentfor HIV;exceptionsinclude:legal
representatives,healthcarefacilitiesandproviders,publichealthofficers,personsallowedaccessbyacourtorder,
personswho,becauseoftheir behavioralinteractionwith the infectedindividual,havebeenplacedatrisk, law
enforcementofficers,firefighters,correctionsandjailstaff,claimsmanagementpersonnel,childwelfarestaff,and
guardiansadlitem.

RCW 70.24.340permitslawenforcementofficers,fire fighters,andotherpersonsatrisk ofsubstantialexposure
toHIV torequesta publichealthofficertoorderpretestcounseling,HIVtesting,andposttestcounselingfor the
personwhosebodilyfluidsheorshe hasbeenexposedto.RCW 70.24.105permitsthemtoreceivethetestresults.

Currentlaw[RCW4.24.300]providespersons(commonlyreferredtoas goodsamaritans–)whoprovideemergency
assistanceortransportationwithoutcompensationcertainimmunityfromliability.ProponentsofHB 2413believe
that suchemergencyassistancefrequentlyinvolvesmouthtomouth resuscitationorother emergencymedical
proceduresthatcouldresultintheexchangeofbodilyfluidsexposingthegoodsamaritantoHIV. Presently,agood
samaritan,asdefinedin law,cannotrequestanHIVtestnorreceivesuchresult.

SUMMARY:

A goodsamaritan,alongwithlawenforcementofficers,firefightersorotherpersonsatrisk ofsubstantialexposure
toHIV, mayrequestcounselingandtestingofa personwhosebodilyfluidsheorshehasbeen exposedtoand
receivethetestresults.
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