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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

The WashingtonSunset Act of 1977 establishes a scheduleforreviewing and
terminating certain state agencies. A termination dateisscheduled foreachagency
included in the act. One year beforean agency’stermination date,the Joint
Legislative Auditand Review Committee (JLARC)reviewsthe agency and makes
recommendationsto the legislature. The Legislature may allowthe agency to
terminate, may allow theagencytocontinue withanother review scheduled for a later
date, ormay allowtheagencytocontinue without scheduling further review. Ifthe
agencyisallowed toterminate, it isgivenone yeartoconclude its affairs before the
lawsestablishing theagencyarerepealed.

1. The CenterforInternational TradeinForest Products

The CenterforInternational TradeinForest Products (CINTRAFOR)was established
in1985. The center’s responsibilities include developing and disseminating research
and information to expand forest-based international trade. CINTRAFOR last
underwentsunsetreviewin1993. The report of the1993 sunsetreviewraised
concernsthatthe centerwas not meetingthe legislature’s intent to focusmore
closely on secondary manufacturing issues. Following the1993 sunsetreview, the
legislature modifiedCINTRAFOR’s enabling legislation to require the centerto
cooperate withcommunityandtechnical colleges indeveloping a curriculum on wood
products manufacturing. The Legislature also required that atleast 50 percent ofthe
center’s executive policy boardrepresent small- and medium-sized businesses.

CINTRAFOR iscurrently scheduled to terminate on June 30, 2000. The schedule
established by theSunsetActrequires JLARC tocomplete a preliminary review ofthe
center by June30,1999. JLARC hasrecommended that thescheduled sunset review
be canceled and thatCINTRAFOR continue without further sunsetreview.
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2. The Office ofPublic Defense

The Office ofPublic Defensewas established in1996 toadminister criminal indigent
appellate services. The Office ofPublic Defenseisscheduled to be terminated on
June 30,2000, whichwould require JLARC tocompletea preliminary reviewofthe
office by June 30, 1999. JLARC has recommended thatthereviewbe postponed
and thetermination datefortheoffice be moved toJune 30, 2008.

SUMMARY:SUMMARY:SUMMARY:

The CenterforInternational TradeinForest Products iscontinued. No future sunset
reviewortermination isscheduled.

The Office ofPublic Defenseiscontinued. A new termination dateofJune30,2008
isscheduled, witha JLARC reviewscheduled for2007.

FISCAL NOTE: Not requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.EFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:


