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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

The Ethics inPublic Service Act prohibits state officers and employeesfromseeking
oraccepting certain gifts. Generally, state officers and employeesarenotallowed to
acceptgifts worth more than $50. The valueof gifts givento an officer’s or
employee’s family member isincluded when determining ifthe$50 limit has been
exceeded, unless thefamily member hasan independent relationship withthedonor.

The act excludesseveral itemsfrom the definition of gift.– Itemsfrom family
members orfriends thatareclearly notdesigned togaininfluence areexcluded from
the definition. Anotherexclusion allowsstateofficers and employeesto accept
payment of enrollment feesand reasonable travel expensesto attendseminars or
educational programs.The programsmust be sponsored by a nonprofit professional,
educational, ortrade association orcharitable institution.

Summary:Summary:Summary:

The valueofgifts giventotheguestofa state officer oremployeeiscountedinthe
same way as gifts giventofamily members.

Stateofficers or employees may acceptenrollment fees and reasonable travel
expenses for seminarsand educational programs sponsoredby governmental
associations or institutions, in addition to programs sponsored by nonprofit
associations orinstitutions.

FISCAL NOTE: Not requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.EFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:


