
ANALYSIS OF HOUSE BILL 2482
Accessing specialty health care services.

Health Care Committee 27 January 1998
Washington State House of Representatives

SPONSORS:RepresentativesSchoeslerandSump.

PURPOSE:Toestablishamandatedbenefitfor certaintypesofhospitalconsultations.

BACKGROUND:Forthemostpart,aphysician’saccesstoasecondopinionorconsultationfroma teaching
andtertiarycarehospitaldependsonthecoverageincludedintheirpatients’healthplanandhospital’slocation,
whichmaycauseinconsistencyinaccess. Forexample,a Seattlephysician,mostlikely,canget a second
opinionfromUniversityHospitalfasterthanherorhis counterpartina rural areaofEasternWashington.
Proponentsofthis measurefeelthatthisis unfairbecausemostofthesehospitalsaresupportedfromtaxes
drawnfromall regionsofthe state.

SUMMARY:TheAdministratorofpublicemployeebenefitplansandthe BasicHealthPlanandeveryhealth
carrierthatoffersorprovidescoverageforhospitalservicesmustpermitadoctorofMedicineandOsteopathy
whoistreating a coveredpersontotimely accessconsultationsfromcertainteachingandtertiarycare
hospitals,e.g.,University,Haborview,andChildren’sin Seattle,andMaryBridgein Tacoma..

Carriersmayestablishadministrativeproceduresfor thisaccess.

Standardsofmedicalcarearenotestablishednorareunnecessarymedicalservicesauthorized.
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