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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

Information held by a publicagency is generally subjectto publicdisclosure.
Numerous exemptions tothepublic disclosure requirements arecodified instatute.
Some of theseexemptionsrelate to records containing personal information and
proprietary business information. Stateand local agencies are required to make
records notincluded within a statutory exemptionavailable forpublic inspection and
copying.

SUMMARY:SUMMARY:SUMMARY:

A new exemptionisadded tothepublic disclosure requirements.

An agency’s computersoftware isexempt frompublic inspection and copying.The
exemptionapplies to computersoftware: (a)whollyowned by an agency;and (b)
owned by an agencyinconjunction witha private entity.

Forpurposesof theexemption, computersoftware isdefined as theprogramming
sourcecode or object code necessary forthe operation of a computerprogram.
Records accessible throughthe computer program are not included withinthe
exemptionand aresubject topublic disclosure unless otherwise exempt.

An intent section specifies thatthenew statutory exemptionisdesigned toprotect
taxpayer investments in softwaredevelopmentand to encouragepublic-private
cooperation withrespect tosoftware development.

FISCAL NOTE: Not requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.EFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:


