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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Clarifying restrictions on public disclosure commission members’
activities.

Sponsors: Representatives Pennington, D. Schmidt, Lisk, Skinner, Honeyford, Carlson,
Kessler and Mulliken.

House Committee on Government Administration
Senate Committee on Government Operations

Background: The Public Disclosure Commission (PDC) is a five-member board
appointed by the Governor with the consent of the Senate. PDC members are
appointed for five-year terms.

PDC members are prohibited from engaging in any of the following activities:

· holding or campaigning for public office;
· serving as an officer of any political party or political committee;
· permitting the member’s name to be used in any election campaign;
· participating in any way in any election campaign; or
· lobbying or employing or assisting a lobbyist with limited exceptions.

"Public office" includes any federal, state or local elective office. An "election
campaign" is defined generally as any campaign supporting or opposing a candidate
or ballot proposition.

Summary: The provisions establishing the PDC are amended to clarify that the
statutory prohibitions on PDC members’ activities apply both within and outside the
state of Washington. Organizational changes are made, and references to appointment
and initial terms of PDC members are deleted.

Votes on Final Passage:

House 93 4
Senate 27 20

Effective: June 11, 1998
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