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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

Vote tallying systemsmust be tested and approvedbefore itisused ina primary or
election.

1. Acceptancetests. When a countyagreesto purchaseor leasea voting
system,a condition oftheagreementisthatthevoting systempassa test to
show thatthesystemisidentical toone approvedby theSecretary ofState.
The Secretary ofStateprescribes thetest.

2. Testsbeforeprimaries or elections .At least threedays beforeeach state
primaryor general election, the Secretary of Statetests each votetallying
system. The testisconductedusinga setof pre-audited ballots, including
some mis-marked ballots. The systemmust producean error-free total before
itcan be used fortheprimary or election. The Secretary of State, county
auditor, and any political party observers certify this test.

3. Procedure manuals .The Secretary ofState shall publish procedure manualsfor
approvedvotingsystems. The manualsmust contain applicable rules and
statutes regarding printing ballots, preparing andtesting thevoting system, and
theduties ofprecinct election officers and counting center personnel.

Summary:Summary:Summary:

Requirements fortesting votetallying systemsarealtered:

1. Acceptance tests . The Secretary of State is no longerresponsible for
prescribing thetest thatvoting systemsmust pass.

2. Testsbefore primaries orelections .The description ofpre-audited ballots used
totest voting systemsisremoved.The Secretary ofState shall make rules for
conducting thesetests. The Secretary ofStateshall provide forthetesting of
voting systemsbefore primaries orelections, butdoes notnecessarily certify
thesetests.
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3. Procedure manuals . The requirement forthe Secretary of Stateto publish
procedure manualsforvoting systemsisremoved,buttheSecretary ofState
may publish manuals. The description of material thatmust be included in
thesemanualsisremoved. The Secretary ofStatemay restrict ordefine the
use ofapprovedvoting systems.

FISCAL NOTE: Not requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.EFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:


