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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

Information held by a publicagency is generally subjectto publicdisclosure.
Numerous exemptions tothepublic disclosure requirements arecodified instatute.
Some of theseexemptionsrelate to records containing personal information and
proprietary business information. Stateand local agencies arerequired to make
records not falling within a statutory exemptionavailable forpublic inspection and
copying.

The Department ofEcology (DOE)is required toidentify waterquality problems related
todairy farmoperations, investigate complaints regarding pollutant discharges from
dairy farms, administer and enforce national pollutants discharge elimination system
permits issued todairy farms, andmake annual reports regarding dairy wastepollution
enforcement actions.

SUMMARY:SUMMARY:SUMMARY:

A new exemptionisadded tothepublic disclosure requirements.

Recordsregarding a dairy farmowner’soroperator’s report totheDOE concerning a
discharge ofmanureorother dairy nutrients into state watersisnotsubject topublic
disclosure iftheowner oroperator states:

• thedischarge was accidental; and
• theowner oroperator will takepromptcorrective action tostopthedischarge

and prevent a recurrence.

Iftheserequirements aresatisfied, neither thereport ofthedischarge northeDOE’s
records related tothereport aresubject todisclosure.
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The public disclosure exemptiondoes notapplyifthedischarge was notaccidental
or ifcorrective actionisnot takenwithin14 days of the date the discharge is
reported.

FISCAL NOTE: Not Requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.EFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:


