
ANALYSIS OF HOUSE BILL 2963
Providing for disclosure of information obtained by the department of health related

to meeting licensing standards in hospitals.

Health Care Committee 2 February 1998
Washington State House of Representatives

SPONSORS:RepresentativesDyerandCody;DOHrequest.

BACKGROUND:HospitalsarelicensedbytheDepartmentofHealth(DOH)whichsetsqualityassurancestandards,
conductssitevisitsandrespondstoconsumercomplaints.

Informationaboutcomplaints,includingtheresultofsite visitsorany otherinformationabouta hospital’slicense,
is currentlynotdisclosedtothe publicuntilthereis a formaladministrativeactiontakenagainstthelicense.In
practice,fewformaladministrativeactionsareeverinitiatedagainstahospitallicense.Whenthedepartmentfinds
thatahospitalisnotmeetingqualitystandards,thehospitalisgiventheopportunitytocorrecttheproblemandthe
departmentverifiesthat thehospitalhasimplementeda correctionplan. Inthe absenceofformaladministrative
actions,thepublichasvirtuallynoaccesstoinformationabouta hospitalrecord.

Informationanddocumentsassociatedwith peerreviewcommitteesofprivate hospitalsisexempt frompublic
disclosure.Butpeerreviewcommitteesofpublichospitalsdonot havethisexemption.

SUMMARY:Informationreceivedbythe DOHrelativetoahospital’slicensemustbedisclosedtothe publicupon
requestconsistentwiththeprovisionsofthe PublicDisclosureActapplicabletoinformationheldbystateagencies.
Informationaboutlicensinginspectionsandcomplaintinvestigationsis disclosedtothe publicnosoonerthanthree
daysafter thehospital receivestheresultingassessmentreportfromthedepartment. Informationregarding
administrativeactionagainstahospitalcanbedisclosedafterthehospitalhasreceivedthedocumentinitiatingthe
administrativeaction.

However,informationanddocumentscreatedspecificallyforpeerreviewqualityimprovementcommitteesactingon
behalfofa publichospitaldistrictareexemptfromdisclosure.
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