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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

The processing ofabsentee ballots may commence 10 daysprior tothedateofthe
election orprimary forwhich theyareissued.

Iftheballots will be tabulated withoutusingelectronic votetallying machines, the
inner security envelopes remainsealedand areplacedincontainers securedwith
numbered seals. The remaining processing and tabulating occursafter theclose of
thepolls on theday oftheelection orprimary.

Ifthe ballots will be tabulated with electronic vote tallying machines,the inner
security envelope may be opened,theballots removed,and all the normal procedural
steps– may be performed before theballots areplacedinto containers secured with
numberedseals. Ballots areremovedfromthesealed containers and tabulated after
theclose ofthepolls on theday oftheelection orprimary.

SUMMARY:SUMMARYSUMMARY

A joint select committeeon absentee voting isestablished toreviewabsentee voting
procedures andsecurity. The committee consists of13 members,asfollows: (1) Four
members oftheHouse ofRepresentatives, two fromeachcaucus, appointed by the
SpeakeroftheHouse ofRepresentatives; (2)Fourmembers oftheSenate, two from
eachcaucus, appointed by thePresident oftheSenate; (3)one member appointed by
thesecretary ofstate; (4)one member appointed by theWashingtonAssociation of
County Auditors; (5) one member appointedby the Republican State Central
Committee; (6)one member appointed by theDemocratic StateCentral Committee;
and (7)one member ofthegeneral public appointed by joint action oftheSpeakerof
theHouse ofRepresentatives and President oftheSenate.

The committeereports itsfindings and recommendationsto the Legislature by
adjournment ofthe1998 regular session.
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