
HOUSE BILL ANALYSIS
SB 5092

Title: An act relating to disarming a law enforcement officer.

Brief Description: Penalizing disarming a law enforcement officer.

Sponsors: Senators Roach, Swecker, and Zarelli, Schow, Hochstatter, Bauer, McCaslin,
Oke and Long.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND CORRECTIONS

Staff: Pat Shelledy (786-7149)

Background: A person may be charged with a variety of crimes if the person obstructs, assaults,
murders, or attacks a police officer or corrections officer, or tries to interfere with the officer’s
performance of official duties.

Currently, there is no specific crime against removing or attempting to remove a firearm from an
officer when the officer is performing official duties.

Summary: A new crime of disarming a law enforcement or corrections officer is created. A person
commits this crime if with the intent to interfere with the officer’s duties the person knowingly
removes a firearm or other weapon from a law enforcement or corrections officer, or deprives the
officer of the use of the weapon, when the officer is performing official duties, does not consent to
the removal, and the person has reasonable cause to know or knows that the individual is a law
enforcement or corrections officer.

Disarming a law enforcement or corrections officer is a class C felony unless the firearm is discharged
when the person removes the firearm, in which case the offense is a class B felony.

A person who commits the crime of disarming a law enforcement or corrections officer may be
charged with other applicable crimes, such as obstructing a law enforcement officer, assault, or
murder.

The crime does not apply if the officer is engaged in felonious conduct.

Require the Exercise of Rule- Making Powers: No.

Fiscal Note: Received on March 25, 1997.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.


