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BACKGROUND:

Initiative 99 was approvedby thevoters in1988 providing fora presidential
preference primary. Itdeclared thatthestate’s participation intheselection of
presidential candidates must be inaccordance withthewill ofthepeopleas
expressed inthepresidential primary.

In1995 legislation was enactedrevising presidential primary statutes. A major
political party may baseits allocation ofdelegates tothenational nominating
convention inwhole orinparton theparticipation inprecinct caucusesand
conventions. Ifa majorparty requests it, voters who subscribe toa specific
political party declaration must be givenballots readily distinguishable fromthose
giventoother voters. Thesevotesmust be tabulated and reported separately from
other votes, and may be usedby a majorpolitical party toallocate delegates tothe
national nominating convention. Separate ballots listing all presidential primary
candidates must be printed forvoters who do notdeclare a party affiliation.

A candidate’s name will be printed on presidential primary ballots onlyifthe
secretary ofstate determines thatthecandidacy isgenerally advocated oris
recognized innational news media,orifa petition fornomination ofthecandidate
including thesignatures ofatleast 1,000 registered voters declaring themselves
affiliated withtheparty issubmitted tothesecretary ofstate. Candidates’ names
must be printed on theballot inalphabetical order, withparty affiliation indicated.

The state must assume all costsofa presidential primary. Ifany other elections
areheldinconjunction withthepresidential primary, thestate must pay onlya
prorated share.

SUMMARY

The presidential primary iseliminated.

__________

FISCAL NOTE: Not requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninetydaysafter adjournment ofsession inwhich bill isEFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:
passed.


