HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.SB 5271

(SeeHB 1240)
GuestEditorials/ballot propositions/newspaper Public Hrg:3/21/97
Brief Title
Senators Horn/Spanel/Long (Leg. Ethics req.) Staff  Contact: Bill Lynch
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.

Phone:786-7092
BACKGROUND:
Stateofficers and employeesareprohibited  fromusingorallowing theuse of state
facilities, either directly orindirectly, fothepurposeofassisting a campaigntoelect
someone tooffice ortopromoteoropposea ballot proposition.
Thereareseveral exemptiondrom the prohibition against usingstatdacilities to
assist a campaign. These exemptionsnclude statements by an elected official in
supporbforinopposition toa ballot proposition atan open pressconference in

response toa specific inquiry; and de minimususe ofpublic  facilities by state-wide
elected officials andlegislators incidental tothepreparation ordelivery ofpermissible
communications regarding their viewson ballot propositions that may affect a matter
thafalls within their constitutional orstatutory responsibilities.

Thereisno exemptiorprovided foran elected official preparing and sending a guest
editorial orcolumntoa newspaperregarding a ballot proposition attherequest ofthe
newspaper’'s editorial board.

SUMMARY:

An elected official may senda guesteditorial orcolumntoa newspaperregarding a
ballot proposition ifnvited by the newspaper'sditorial boardor othempersonor
organization controlling the newspaper’seditorial pages, withoutviolating the

prohibition against using state facilities toassist acampaign.The editorial  orcolumn
must appeamndertheelected official's name and official title, and must dealvitha
subject included intheballot proposition overwhichtheofficial has constitutional or
statutory jurisdiction orauthority. The elected official may arguefororagainst  the
ballot proposition, or urge voterdo vote foror against it, withoutviolating the
prohibition against usingstate facilities toassist a campaign.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.



