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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

Stateofficers and employeesareprohibited fromusingorallowing theuse ofstate
facilities, either directly orindirectly, forthepurposeofassisting a campaigntoelect
someone tooffice ortopromoteoropposea ballot proposition.

Thereareseveral exemptionsfrom theprohibition against usingstatefacilities to
assist a campaign. These exemptionsinclude statements by an elected official in
supportof or inopposition to a ballot proposition at an open pressconference in
response toa specific inquiry; and de minimususe ofpublic facilities by state-wide
elected officials and legislators incidental tothepreparation ordelivery ofpermissible
communications regarding their viewson ballot propositions that may affect a matter
thatfalls within their constitutional orstatutory responsibilities.

Thereisno exemptionprovided foran elected official preparing and sending a guest
editorial orcolumntoa newspaperregarding a ballot proposition attherequest ofthe
newspaper’s editorial board.

SUMMARY:SUMMARY:SUMMARY:

An elected official may senda guesteditorial orcolumntoa newspaperregarding a
ballot proposition ifinvited by thenewspaper’seditorial boardor otherpersonor
organization controlling the newspaper’seditorial pages,withoutviolating the
prohibition against using state facilities toassist a campaign.The editorial orcolumn
must appearundertheelected official’s name and official title, and must dealwitha
subject included intheballot proposition overwhichtheofficial hasconstitutional or
statutory jurisdiction orauthority. The elected official may arguefororagainst the
ballot proposition, or urge votersto vote foror against it, withoutviolating the
prohibition against usingstate facilities toassist a campaign.

FISCAL NOTE: Not requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.EFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:


