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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

Article XI,Section4, of the stateconstitution, requires the Legislature to enact
general lawsproviding forthetownshiporganization ofcounties that isauthorized by
countyvoters ata general election. A countythatadoptsa townshiporganization is
notsubject tothegeneral constitutional requirement fora uniform systemofcounty
governmentthattheLegislature isrequired toprovide throughout thestate.

Article XI,Section 11,ofthestate constitution, recognizes a townshipas a general
purpose unit oflocal government created throughout a countythat, like a county, city,
ortown,may make and enforce within its limits all such local police, sanitary, and
otherregulations as arenotinconflict withgeneral laws.

Legislation was enacted in1895 providing forthetownshiporganization ofcounties.
Ifauthorized, thecountylegislative authority divides theunincorporated areaofthe
countyinto townships.

Thislegislation reversed thehome rule grant ofauthority provided intheconstitution
for townshipsand providedthata townshipmay only exercise those powers
enumeratedinstate law. A townshipisauthorized toprovide dog pounds,require
fencing torestrain themovement ofdomestic animals, control theatlarge movement
of domesticanimals, build and maintain roads,provide highway lighting, provide
cemeteries, provide river improvements, grantbusiness licenses forcertain limited
occupations suchas hawkersand peddlers, exercise general health powers,prevent
and suppress nuisances, and adoptregulations conducive tothepeace,good order,
and welfare of the township. At one timetownshipswere authorized to impose
property taxes tofinance their activities, butthis authority was removedand given to
fire protection districts.

Voters ofa township elect a three-member boardofsupervisors asthegoverning body
ofthetownshipand alsoelect a clerk, treasurer, assessor, justice ofthepeace,and
constable.
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Spokaneand Whatcom Counties were theonlycounties that everadoptedtownship
organization, butbothcounties abandonedtownshiporganization decadesago.

SUMMARY:SUMMARY:SUMMARY:

Allthestatutes relating totownships inTitle 45 RCW arerepealed.

FISCAL NOTE: Not requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.EFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:


